
DEDICATION LITURGY 

 

Opening Remarks 
 
     Let us begin with prayer. 
 
     Father Guerric prays Invocation. 
 
     Thank you, Father Guerric.   
 
     As you can see, there are two reserved sections in front of 
me.  To my right, are seated all of the Principal Benefactors for 
this Dream who could be with us.  We honor you and are 
deeply, deeply grateful to you.  Without you, in the Providence 
of God, this Dream would still be but a Dream.  Thank you. 
 
     To my left, are all the people who made the Dream the 
Reality you see before you.  Building Committee members, 
Architects, Contractors and Sub-contractors.  Thank you for 
your dedication and good work.   
 
     Each of these folks on my left has a name tag and they will 
be available after the Liturgy to answer any questions, explain 
details and receive any comments you may wish to give.   
 
     I want to signal out three people who were here each day, 
rain or sun, heat or cold.  Mr Dan Premo, Hightower’s 
Supervisor for this project, Mr Phillip McClary, Hightower’s 
Project Manager for Mepkin and Mr Ted Fiddie, our liaison 
between everyone involved.  Please stand and receive the 
honor due you. 
 



     So much of what I want to say I have said in the Dedication 
Booklet you have in hand.  Please read it to know how this 
Dream became a Reality and our gratefulness to everyone.   
 
     Only one thing do I want to make clear here.  On page __ 
there are some very important words: Many, many people 
have supported Mepkin Abbey over these past seven years.  
There was never a general campaign for contributions to the 
Saint Francis Retreat Center and Father Francis Kline 
Memorial Chapel.  Only those who gave explicitly to this 
project are recorded here.  If your names are not found in the 
list below, please know that your generous gifts to the Abbey 
have enabled the community to survive through these tough 
economic years.  Because we have, and only because we 
have, we are now able to dedicate this beautiful new Retreat 
Center.  These words come from the depth of my heart and 
reflect the feelings of all the Brothers.  You mean as much to 
us as those whose names are written here.  Thank you. 
 
     I have asked five people to speak at this Dedication.  
Please welcome them. 
 
      
 
 
 
 
      
 
       


