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     In the name of the Mepkin Community, I welcome each and 
every one of you personally to this most longed-for Day.  So 
many faces of friends from many years past and friends newly 
come to Mepkin.  All gathered here to celebrate the Dedication 
of the Saint Francis Retreat Center and the Father Francis 
Kline Memorial Chapel. Especially do I rejoice that Francis’ 
own parents, Joe and Vanetta Kline, drove from Brigantine, NJ, 
to be with us along with his two brothers, Ron and Mark.     
 

     Francis and the Brothers dreamed the Dream.  A Retreat 
Center which would not just amalgamate our disparate 
buildings, but be its own identifiable whole.  A Retreat Center 
which would allow us to serve the spiritual needs of those 
coming to us.  Just like all of you, they come from many 
spiritual traditions or no discernible traditions.  They come with 
their pains and their brokenness.  They come with their joys 
and their longings.  They come seeking wholeness.  They 
come seeking a place of safety in which they can let go and 
listen to the still small voice within them.  Some come trying to 
make sense out of the mess of their lives.  Some come to 
refresh themselves and be renewed at the springs of the life-
giving waters.  
 

     This day could not have dawned without the hard work of 
many, many minds and hands.  This Dream would have 
remained but a Dream without the pouring out of the treasure 
of so many friends of Francis and of Mepkin. 
 

     So let us celebrate the Dream.  Let us Dedicate its 
accomplishment in wood and stone, concrete and steel, glass 
and copper.  And let us pray that its fulfillment may be in the 



lives of each person who comes to Mepkin looking for their 
Way in the Journey of Life. 
 

     We cannot celebrate Francis and the Dream, we cannot 
dedicate a building at Mepkin, without the highest caliber of 
music.  It is a tradition Francis began and which we choose to 
continue.  Ellen Dressler Moryl, who coordinated all the 
musical elements of this Dedication, will speak in a moment on 
the pieces chosen for this special occasion.  I simply wish to 
acknowledge the wonderful people who will shortly lift our 
spirits on high and set the tone for the Dedication to follow.  
Charles Messersmith and his clarinet played with Francis many 
times.  One of those times they played the very piece we will 
hear today.  Yuriy Bekker has become Mepkin’s own violinist 
par excellance.  Julia Harlow, Scott Bennett, Damien Kramer 
along with Robert Taylor and the singers he has assembled 
love to come and share their talents at Mepkin.  Finally, what 
can I say about Joe Flummerfelt?  When he was approached 
to be the Guest Conductor of this special concert, he gladly 
accepted with one condition and one condition only.  He 
wanted to do this for his love and friendship for Francis and 
would refuse any honorarium. 
 

     To me, this is what today’s celebration is all about.  
Honoring the friendship of a man who touched each of our 
lives.  Our brother and our friend lies in peace just 50 feet from 
us.  But more truly, he is present with us from his place in God, 
and rejoices with us that his Dream did not end with him, but is 
being carried on by us, his successors.  Let us indeed rejoice 
and be glad. 
 
 
 


