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Bishop Guglielmone, Bishop Thompson, Abbot Stan, Brothers of the 
Mepkin Community, Mepkin’s generous benefactors, supporters and 
friends. 
In his final months in this life, my brother Francis confided to me that he 
had three regrets. The first was that he would not be able to see the 
completion of his envisioned retreat house.  He knew what it could mean 
for the Mepkin community and all those seeking answers during a 
contemplative visit here. 
Thanks to Abbot Stan, the building committee, the fundraising committee, 
the architect, builders and all of you who contributed your talent, time, 
money, labor and prayers, it is now a promise fulfilled.  On behalf of my 
parents, my brother, my wife and entire Kline family, I want to express our 
heartfelt gratitude for making his vision such an inspired reality, and in 
honoring Francis with this chapel and its magnificent simplicity. He would 
have loved the space. He would have loved the rooms. He would have 
loved the commons.  He would have loved the setting. However, you all 
know that he would not have particularly liked the name of the Chapel. You 
also know that he would have celebrated this dedication with true fervor, 
and at its conclusion or perhaps tomorrow he would want to start 
discussing his next vision… That was Francis. 
His second regret? Well, that promise, that dream falls at my feet, and I 
must admit to you that there has been little if any progress. However, 
today’s dedication is incredibly motivating and inspiring, and the 
coincidental timing of other recent events in my life suggest that Francis is 
systematically eliminating all the barriers I have put up as excuses these 
last seven years. Simply put, Francis has reset my priorities, so I will no 
longer miss any opportunity, email, phone call or connection with this 
extended Mepkin community in turning this second regret into another 
promise fulfilled. 
Like many of you, I think of Francis every day, and those thoughts are 
longer and more profound here at his beloved Mepkin, especially within the 
walls of the new chapel where his presence is palpable. 
And that brings me to Francis’ third regret. My brother felt that he was 
letting everybody down.  In our sadness and grief at his untimely passing, 
there are many of us who did feel let down.  There was so much more he 
could have done, so much more time we could have spent with him. When 
I find myself spiraling down that thought process, I stop…and remind 



myself that Francis spent his entire life preparing for what he is doing now, 
basking in eternal joy and peace.  And while many of us may question what 
great things he could have accomplished had he not passed, I believe he is 
touching more lives now, through us and through places such as this 
retreat center. He could never let us down. 
Of the many roles Francis took on in his life, the one he relished most was 
being a simple monk. Any of us who had been with Francis when Vespers 
or Compline were approaching, no matter how heated or serious the 
discussion, Francis would interrupt, and, smiling, announce his one 
overarching life priority in two words. “Prayer First!!” before joining his 
community in the church. 
It is truly fitting that Francis’ glorious journey to the next life be celebrated 
by exceptionally enhancing that same journey for others when they visit this 
exquisite setting - his chapel and this remarkable center.  Thank you. 


