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Jesus Can Heal Our Blindness 
A reflection inspired by a text of Dianne Bergant 

    As Jesus left Jericho on his way to Jerusalem and the Cross, a blind 
person called out to him.  He stopped and asked the blind person be 
brought to him.  Who is that blind person?  Anyone who can’t lead an 
ordinary life, can’t make a living in any ordinary way, hasn’t been able to 
find effective help from any ordinary expert or doctor and has no hope left 
—except Jesus.  People hears others talking about Jesus but don’t know 
how to go to Jesus.  That sounds like most of us at least at some moment 
in our lives.  We need Jesus and we need someone to help us come to 
Jesus but all we can do is cry out, as loud as we can, “Jesus, help!” 
    The Good News is that God’s Kingdom is at hand.  What does that 
mean for us in a practical way?  What are we blind to?  Perhaps we can’t 
see that God’s Kingdom is right here for us, or for others.  In the Gospel 
story, some of those with Jesus led blind Bartimaeus to Jesus to ask for 
the ability to see reality.  It was given.  But Jesus pointed out to 
Bartimaeus, and perhaps to you: It is your faith that has given you the 
ability to see! 
    The miracle behind the miracle, so to speak, is the faith that brings 
sight.  Then, seeing that in Jesus God’s Kingdom is right here, one who 
before was “blind” now saw the need to follow Jesus on his way to the 
cross.  Is that what you want? Do you want to see the reality of your 
Cross so you can accept it as Jesus accepted his own?  That is the point 
of the “sight” faith gives.  We see how to entrust ourselves completely to 
our God. 
    In the first reading for this Sunday’s liturgy Jeremiah sees “in hope” 
the coming of all Israel to God.  He can only imagine it as God’s bringing 
all those who have been exiled from Israel back to their land and God’s 
Temple.  But the hope he proclaimed, so far as we know from history, 
never happened.  Yet God did show all who would trust how to come into 
the Kingdom of life and joy—from Jeremiah’s time right up to our own.  
Jeremiah shows us how blind we can be to what God actually has in store 
for us, and how much more marvelous it is than what we could imagine. 
    In the second reading we are told that Jesus is the “high priest” who 
draws everyone to God, as did ancient Israel’s high priests on the Day of 
Atonement.  The author of the Letter to the Hebrews sees what has been 
done but doesn’t see how it will work out in each individual’s case.  He 
only sees that Jesus and Jesus’ cross and resurrection are the key of its 
happening.  If we see this and accept Jesus as our guide then we will find 
out, as we follow Jesus, how we can come into the fullness that God has 
in store for all who love and trust.  Isn’t that why we go to prayer and 
Eucharist—to find Jesus, to receive our “sight”, and to follow him 
wherever he leads?  Jesus will show us the service of mutual love that is 
to be our cross, as it was his.  The Kingdom is at hand.  Believe this Good 
News and follow Jesus today. 



Keeping Our Eyes Fixed on Jesus 
A reflection from a book by Anthony Bloom 
 
    “As Jesus was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a sizable crowd, 
there was a blind beggar, Bartimaeus, sitting beside the road.  On hearing 
that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout: “Jesus, Son of David, 
have pity on me!”   I believe that one of the things which prevents us from 
being truly ourselves and finding our way in life is that we do not realize 
the extent to which we are blind.  If only we knew that we are blind how 
eagerly we would seek healing.  We might, as Bartimaeus may have done, 
look to human help—to doctors, priests, healers and so on—until we gave 
up, having lost all hope “in the sons of men in whom there is no 
salvation”, as Scripture puts it.  We might then turn to God.  But even 
then we don’t realize what we are blind to. 
   What we see are visible things that seem to give us joy or prosperity or 
something like it.  We are blinded not by the absence of sight but by the 
many things that are our visible world.  We are blind to the fact that this 
world can’t fill the emptiness that is within us all.  Think of our universe 
as ever expanding and yet we can grasp this fact and a great deal about 
the universe itself.  But knowing, seeing, such things doesn’t fill us 
within.  In fact, when we turn within we find that nothing in the immensity 
of the universe can fill us.  God alone, who has made us for himself, is the 
only one who can fill us and satisfy us completely. 
    There is a sense in which the visible universe has no “depth”.  We can 
penetrate and understand everything in the universe, though gradually, 
but the knowledge doesn’t “fill” the emptiness within us.  The center of a 
sphere is a point from which the sphere radiates in all directions.  We 
know the fact but that is all there is to the matter.  If you try to go “within” 
that center point you just end up back on the surface of the sphere itself.  
You go in a kind of circle.  But there is a “depth” to the human heart and it 
can’t be measured, or filled, by anything in the visible, knowable universe. 
    The “depth” within us comes from God.  What we need to grasp is the 
fact that only when we “see” the difference between visible reality and 
divine reality can we know what to seek—what we need to “see”.  We are 
“blind beggars” painfully aware of our inability to see what we need to 
see to find salvation.  Jesus is passing by.  Will we let him go without 
begging for the ability to “see” divine reality?  Are we willing to become 
blind to the visible in order to see the divine?  Can we let Jesus show us 
where salvation and the fullness that ends our seeking really lies?  We 
must lead one another to Jesus and to the sight we need.   Only when we 
fix our gaze on Jesus do we become able to see.  The gift he gives is faith 
and a faith that sets us free to seek help where it really is to be found. 
 
 
 



God’s Commandments Are Life 
From a commentary on Mark’s Gospel by Clement of 
Alexandria 
 
    The commandment of the Lord shines brightly and enlightens the eyes.  
When we receive God’s commands we receive the power to see.  We 
receive a light so that we may plainly recognize both divinity and 
humanity in Jesus.  “More delightful than gold and precious stones, more 
desirable than honey or the honeycomb is the Word of God” who 
enlightens us.  How could the one who illumines minds buried in 
darkness not be desirable?  He gave clear vision to the light-bearing eyes 
of the soul.   
    If all the other stars continued to shine but the sun were darkened, the 
whole world would be plunged into darkness.  That is how things are for 
us.  Had we not been given the Word and been enlightened by him we 
would have been like so many chickens of the sort that are fattened in the 
dark to make them tender—we would be reared simply for death.  So we 
must open ourselves to the light that is God.  We must open ourselves to 
the light by becoming disciples of the Lord.  He promised the Father: I will 
make known your name to my brothers and sisters, and I will praise you 
in their assemblies.  So sing the Father’s praises, Lord, and make him 
known to me. 
    I speak of our God.  Jesus’ words save me and his song of praise 
instructs me.  Up to now I have wandered in my search for God.  Now that 
you, Lord Jesus, light my path I can find my God through you.  I can be a 
co-heir to all God’s goods along with you.  You are not ashamed to 
declare that I am your brother or sister. 
    What we need to do is shake off forgetfulness of these truths.  We must 
shake off the mists of ignorance and the darkness that dims our sight.  
We contemplate the true God and raise a song of praise to him: “All hail, 
O Light!”  We were buried in darkness, imprisoned in the shadow of 
death, and a heavenly light has shown, a light surpassing the sun in 
brightness and clarity.  It makes life sweet in a way that exceeds anything 
the earth can offer.  This light is eternal life.  Those who receive it truly 
live!  The way to this life is the following of God’s commandments. 
    Jesus has changed sunset into dawn and death into life by his 
crucifixion.  He points the way to prosperity, prompts us to good works, 
reminds us how to live according to the truth, and gives us a heritage that 
cannot be taken away.  He deifies us by putting his laws into our minds 
and hearts.  We have only to accept the laws of life and obey the 
promptings of God.  Let us pay to God our debt of gratitude by willing 
obedience.  He is very merciful and full of love.  In Jesus he has shown us 
how to obey and love.  We need only follow in his footsteps. 
 



The Apostolic Fruit Christ Bids Us Bear 
From a homily of St. Augustine of Hippo 
 
    Our Lord said to his disciples: You have not chosen me but I have 
chosen you, and have appointed you to go and bear fruit, a fruit which 
will remain.  Later he added: I give you a new commandment that you 
should love one another as I have loved you.  He intended this especially 
for those he chose as apostles.  By this we, as they did, are to understand 
that love is the fruit which we are to bear, and it is a fruit that is to 
remain—according to the Lord’s own promise. 
    So our fruit is charity.  St. Paul tells us that it comes from a pure heart 
and a good conscience and from faith without pretense.  It is by this 
charity that we love one another.  It is by charity that we love God.  We 
would not love one another with a true love if we did not first love God.  
God first loved us, that is how he chose us, and showed us in His Son 
what it means to love one another. 
    Each of us loves the neighbor as self if we love God.  If we do not love 
God we don’t love ourselves either.  On the two commandments of love of 
God and neighbor depends all God’s law and all the prophets teach.  On 
these depend our bearing the fruit that is charity. 
    Our Lord gave us his commandment concerning this fruit when he 
said: These things I command you in order that you may love one 
another.  This is why St. Paul, the great apostle, placed these words at the 
very beginning of his discourse by saying that the fruit of the Spirit is 
charity.  This is how he commends the fruits of the Spirit and shows how 
they differ from the works of the flesh.  He lists the fruits which flow from 
charity—joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith, gentleness, 
continence and chastity. 
    Who can experience true joy without loving the good which is the 
source of joy?  Who can be truly and sincerely at peace with others 
except by truly loving them?  Who can have the patience to persevere in 
doing good  without being fervent in love?  Who can be kind without this 
love?  Who can be good without first becoming good by loving?  Who can 
be sound in faith while lacking the faith that shows itself in works of love?  
Who can be properly gentle except by means of a heart tempered by 
love?  Who can be continent and abstain from what is shameful if such a 
one does not love what makes a person virtuous? 
    There is very good reason, then, for the Good Master to insist so often 
on love, as though love and only love needed to be commanded.  Without 
love all other good things are useless.  If a person has love, such a 
person—by that fact—has all those other good things and qualities that 
enable one to become good.  That is the outcome to which God calls us.  
Having cooperated in letting this be done in us we will bear abundant fruit 
a fruit that will remain.  
 
 



 

God’s Ways Lead to Life 
A reflection by St. Cyril of Alexandria 
 
    Those who are called to conversion and redeemed and purified from 
sin must not fail to trust in the grace of Christ.  Do you think it impossible 
to wash away sin?  Do you think you were born with a nature that can 
only sin?  God’s response to our worries is simply to repeat the call: Be 
converted, turn away from the path you are on.  When God promises to 
cleanse a person from every stain of sin and from the weight of past 
habits you must not refuse to believe but just reflect on who you are and 
who God is.  Think of the difference between God’s ways and your own, 
between God’s thoughts and your thoughts.  The difference is immense. 
    The things of God can’t really be compared with human things.  God is 
pre-eminent in strength, in glory and in kindness.  There is nothing 
whatever in any creature to equal or even approach God’s greatness and 
excellence.  Humans can be malicious but God is by nature good—rather 
God is goodness itself.  God, then, will forgive and justify every sort of 
wickedness and error and ignorance. 
    There is another way of looking at this matter.  Formerly, the multitude 
of the Peoples of the earth lacked understanding of what is good and 
what leads to good.  They were easily led astray and into every sort of 
excess and evil desire.  When faith led them to seek God, and when they 
called upon God and abandoned their old ways and impulses, they 
received mercy and were transformed.  They became different sorts of 
persons and lived a new sort of life.  As partakers in God’s wisdom they 
became wise, and so had knowledge of what is good.  They were no 
longer easily led this way and that but became firm in doing good and 
whatever pleases God. 
    So, God says, when I promise things that seem incredible to you do not 
disbelieve them.  Do not doubt that it is possible for you to have a change 
of heart.  My thoughts are not your thoughts, my ways are not your ways.  
But walk in my ways and you will find good that you never imagined 
might be yours.  Have you not seen what I can accomplish in my holy 
ones by transforming them from within.  What I did in them I can and will 
do in you.  You need only determine to turn yourself around and follow 
my ways rather than your own.  Do not put this off.  Turn to me and be 
saved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Living as a New Creation 
A reflection by Thomas Keating 

    Jesus is the model of all that humans can be, the universal human 
being,   God’s idea of human nature in its enormous potentialities.   
According to the great hymn Paul wrote to celebrate God’s humility, the 
divine person who is the Word, the source of everything which exists, did 
not cling to divine dignity or prerogatives but threw them all away.  In God 
we encounter in some sense a determination not to be God but to give 
self away.  Even in creating, God in a sense “dies”.  God is no longer 
alone but completely involved in the development of these creatures that 
have been made to be so loveable. 
    Christ emptied himself of divine power that could have protected him, 
and opened himself in total vulnerability, as he stretched out his arms on 
the cross to embrace all human suffering and pain.  In the most real 
sense, we too are the “body of God”, we are a new humanity in which the 
Word becomes flesh.  We too can put ourselves in the service of the 
Divine Word. 
    God experiences human life through our senses, our emotions and our 
thoughts.  Each of us can give the eternal Word a new way of being and 
knowing itself and disclosing its own infinite potentiality.  Thus God 
knows himself as revealed in us and experiences the human condition in 
all its ramifications in our experience.  The Word lives in us, or more 
exactly the Word lives us.  We are incorporated into the new creation that 
Christ has brought into the world by becoming a human being. 
    We leave behind our false self and our solidarity with Adam—which is 
only a solidarity in sin, death and human misery.   Jesus invites us to 
experience his consciousness of the Father and the Father’s infinite 
concern and the God who transcends both suffering and joy and 
discloses self through both. 
    A priest says over bread and wine: This is my Body.  The power of 
those words extends to each of us as Christ awakens and celebrates his 
great sacrifice in our hearts, saying: You are my body; you are my blood.  
You, with all of humanity, are a manifestation in the flesh of the New 
Creation.  You see why we have to imitate Christ in our way of living, of 
loving, of having compassion and showing care.  In this way we become 
more and more the Christ, showing salvation to all the world.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mary as Queen of Heaven 
A reflection by St. Pope John Paul II 

    As the Second Vatican Council teaches, the Mother of God is 
the Christian’s model in faith, love and perfect union with 
Christ.  Mary is the queen of all the saints and holy ones of 
God, both those on earth and those gathered around the 
heavenly throne.  She is the radiant sign and inviting model of 
the moral life.  The life of this one person, St. Ambrose said, 
can serve as a model for everyone.  The first stimulus to 
learning and imitation is admiration for the teacher and model.  
Who is more worthy of admiration than the Mother of God?  
Who is more wondrous than she whom Wonder itself chose? 
    Mary lived and exercised her freedom precisely by giving 
herself to God and accepting God’s gift within herself.  She 
raised him and taught him to give himself.  She accompanied 
him in the supreme act of freedom, the sacrifice of his own life.  
She entered fully into God’s plan for our world, that of the God 
who gives himself. 
    For how many has the Eucharist been a source of spiritual 
strength, sometimes even heroic strength?  Mary cannot be 
separated from the Eucharist.  She was inserted intimately and 
irrevocably into the mystery of the Eucharist and so the 
Church and so exercises a spiritual motherhood for all.  The 
woman who is honored as Queen of Apostles made all 
hierarchy possible by giving the world the One Shepherd.  She 
prefigures and anticipates all those throughout the ages who 
bring forth Christ in every generation. 
    Mary is present in the Church stimulating all to holiness 
along the heroic ways of evangelical and missionary surrender 
in favor of the poor.  She is especially the model for all who live 
a consecrated life.  In her we find a moving confirmation of the 
love that gives birth ever and again to new saints of God.  She 
teaches us special love for the weak and abandoned, for 
children and for those who suffer.  As she, by living Christ-life 
with her Son and our Savior, shows us how to reach out to 
those forgotten, she models for us the way to live our own 
vocation, day by day.  It is the path by which God is leading us 
into his everlasting Kingdom.  She is the queen of all saints 
and leads us to our place among them.  


