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Doing the Work of God 
A reflection by Jean Vanier 
 

    “All the people asked John: “What must we do?”  John 
answered: “If anyone has two tunics, share with a person who has 
none; and if someone has food to eat do the same”.” (Lk. 3:10)  
Many came from Jerusalem and all the surrounding districts to be 
washed by John in the waters of the Jordan, confessing their 
unfaithfulness to God and the evil they had done.  He called them 
all to a change of heart.  He did not tell them to become Zealots and 
to struggle through violence, nor to obey the minute regulations of 
the Law.  He did not ask people to change externally—if they were 
soldiers or tax collectors they should remain as they were—but to 
change internally. 
    John cried out for repentance, a change of heart.  He called 
people to compassion, to share with the poor, inspired certainly by 
the prophet Isaiah: “Let those who have two tunics give one away 
to those who have none; and let those who have food do likewise”.   
Above all, John announced that “another is to come” after me.  
John was but “a voice crying out in the wilderness” attributing to 
himself the words of the prophet Isaiah to prepare the Lord’s way.  
    The other, who was to come, would baptize not with water as he 
did, but with the Holy Spirit and with fire.  John said he was not 
even worthy to undo the straps of this one’s sandals—the one who 
was unknown to the leaders, unknown to the people, unknown 
even to John, until the Spirit of God descended as a dove on him. 
    This other was Jesus.  He came and knelt humbly before John in 
the waters of the Jordan, asking to be baptized by John, who then 
recognized him as the Son of God, the Messiah, the one who was 
to come, the one for whom he was called to prepare the way.  As he 
baptized Jesus, John heard a voice from Heaven saying: “This is 
my Son, my Beloved, in whom I am well pleased.”  From then on 
John cried out: “He must increase and I must decrease”. 
    Are we prepared to decrease to the extent of serving and sharing 
with the poor even as Jesus did?  We are baptized in doing the 
work of God—given to Jesus and passed on by Jesus to us.  We 
must decrease but the work of God must increase, through us, 
until the Kingdom comes fully and in deeds. 
 
 



All We Need Is Found In Jesus 
A reflection by St. John of the Cross 
 
    Of old, God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets and in various 
ways.  Now, in the last days, God has spoken to us once and for all in the Son.  
Indeed, St. Paul declares that God has, in a sense, become dumb: God has no 
more to say.  What God said in times gone bye and partially, to prophets and 
others, God has now said completely in Jesus.  God has given us everything.  
God has given us the Son. 
    So if someone now wants to ask God something—seeks a vision or 
revelation—that person is only acting like a fool, and would, if he realized it, be 
committing an offense against God.  That person has not focused entirely on 
Christ.  We need seek nothing further besides Jesus. 
    God might respond to such a person in this way:  If I have said everything to 
you in my Word, my Son, and so have no other Word, what answer could I give 
you now or what could I reveal to you that would be greater than this?  Set 
your eyes on my Son alone.  In Jesus I have spoken and revealed to you 
everything.  In my Son you will find yet more than what you ask and long for.  
You ask to hear me speak to you and answer your question, but Jesus is all 
visions and all revelations.  I have spoken to you; I have answered you; I have 
declared and revealed to you everything in giving Jesus to you, as brother, 
companion and master, as ransom and as reward. 
    Since that day on Mt. Tabor when God descended upon Jesus with the 
Spirit and said: “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; Listen to 
Him!”, God has ceased to teach and reply to questions in the former ways.  
There is no more faith to reveal nor any more things to tell us about.  When, in 
bygone times, God spoke it was to promise Christ.  If people inquired of God 
their inquiries were actually petitions for Christ, their longings were hopes for 
Christ.  In Christ you should find every good thing—as is set forth in all the 
teachings of the Evangelists and Apostles.  If anyone speaks and inquires of 
God, asking for a word or a revelation, they are in a sense asking to be given 
Christ again. 
    If you ask for “more” faith, if you are lacking in the faith which has already 
been given in Christ, you are committing a great offense against the Beloved 
Son.  Not only are you lacking in faith but you are asking that the Son again 
become incarnate and pass though life and death.  You can find nothing to ask 
of God, for you will find that everything has been done for you and everything 
has been given to you—and even more than you can imagine.  Everything is in 
Christ.  Turn to Him in your every need. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bearing Good Fruit for God’s Kingdom 
Adapted from a reflection by Fr. J. McSorley 
 
    Those who were brought to Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah must have 
been struck by the contrast between their imagined picture of the Messiah and 
the reality of Jesus.  They saw no mighty warrior, no king, but only a poor Jew 
who looked like all the villagers of his region.  You don’t immediately see God 
in Jesus. 
    This dismaying fact helps to make clear the real mission of the Messiah.  He 
came not to simply open a way to paradise but to provide a pattern of human 
perfection, a way of living that is definite and practical and able to be imitated.  
It is not an ideal of “human perfection” that would occur to us spontaneously.  
The important ones in Jesus’ Kingdom, for instance, are poor and serve 
others.  They attain perfection by serving the weak, the friendless, the 
underprivileged and by aiding the sorrow-stricken and heavily burdened and 
helpless ones.  Anyone who meditates on this and acts accordingly is on the 
path of spiritual wisdom. 
    I see that my own heart is like hardened soil that needs to be dug up and 
harrowed.  It needs to be softened so that love like that which Jesus showed 
up can strike deep root.  Affliction can transform; self-forgetting love and 
charity can prepare for great grace.  That is necessary because Our Lord is 
ever and again insisting on the necessity of good works.  We must bear fruit 
or we shall be cut down and on the Day of Judgment we will be grouped with 
those not fit for the Heavenly Kingdom.  We must be zealous in God’s service, 
filled with “good zeal”.  How can one claim one’s faith is firm if there is no 
active love?  St. James says: “Faith without works is dead”. 
    What would you discover if today you sat down and started to make a list of 
opportunities to love and do good works but habitually overlook?  What if you 
made a list of good deeds left undone?   Unless we change our ways of 
thinking and of acting, no matter what is on our lips, our hearts are really far 
from God.  We can invent plausible excuses for avoiding what is unpleasant.  
But it is equally true that we can always count on the help we need.  If God is 
for us it doesn’t matter who is against us.  God offers us infinite wisdom and 
strength.  Don’t fix your eyes on your own inadequacies but on God.  There is 
a helping hand to ensure you will not fail.  To try, with God, is to succeed.  We 
must die trying!  That is Advent’s task. 
    Those who were brought to Jesus couldn’t see him as the longed-for 
Messiah.  Those who see you trying to do the works of God may find it hard to 
see Christ working in and through you.  But God lives in you and works 
through your hearts and hands.  To trust in God is to trust in God working in 
you.  Rejoice because the Lord has come to you and abides in you, and in all 
your works. 
 
 
 



Building On the Foundation that is Jesus 
Adapted from a reflection by Origen of Alexandria 
 
    Those who went to John the Baptist asked: What must we do?  The baptism 
of Jesus, a baptism in the Holy Spirit and in fire, compels us to ask the same 
question.  Baptism is one and the same no matter who receives it but its effect 
depends on the disposition of the recipient.  Jesus is portrayed as baptizing in 
the Holy Spirit and in fire and “holding a winnowing fan in his hand, which he 
will use to clear his threshing floor; the wheat he will gather into his barn but 
the chaff will be burned with fire that can never be put out”. 
    What do we learn about ourselves from the analogy which compares the 
Lord’s dealing with us to those of one who uses a winnowing fan to clear away 
chaff at harvest time?  I propose that we view the faithful, ourselves, as a heap 
of unwinnowed grain and that we view the wind that winnows us as 
temptations that assail us.   These temptations make the difference between 
wheat and chaff obvious.  When you are overcome by a temptation you are not 
being turned into chaff but you are being shown that you are already chaff—
fickle and faithless.  Temptation simply makes clear what you are made of. 
    On the other hand, when you bravely endure temptations you are not made 
faithful by them—they don’t make you faithful and patient—but they bring to 
light the hidden virtues of patience and courage that you already have.  The 
Lord asked Job: “Do you think I had any other purpose in speaking to you 
than to reveal your virtue?”  In another place, the Lord says: “I humbled you 
and made you feel the pangs of hunger in order to reveal what was in your 
heart”. 
    A storm will not allow a house to stand firm if it is built on a foundation of 
sand.  If you want to build a house that will last you must build it on rock.  
Then any storms that come will not demolish your handiwork; the house built 
on sand will totter, proving that it did not have a good foundation.  Temptation 
reveals truth and does not create it.  Now, while things seem quiet, we need to 
focus all our efforts on the foundations we are giving to our constructions.  
Before the storms gather, the squalls begin to blow and the waves swell, we 
need to make sure the house we are building is solidly built.  Build it out of the 
many, strong and interlocking bricks that are God’s commandments.  Then, if 
cruel persecution breaks out, hitting us like a tornado, we Christians will find 
we are able to stand firm.  It will show that our inner house in built on Jesus 
Christ, our rock. 
    God grant that we never deny Christ in time of trial.  But one who denies 
him should realize that the moment of public denial, the apostasy. was the  
result of seeds planted long before that moment, hidden until then.  The trial 
or persecution only brought into the open and made public what was already 
true within one.  Let us pray to the Lord that we may always stand firm in the 
Lord Jesus.   On such a solid foundation a solid building can be constructed 
so no storm can destroy it.  Build on the rock of Christ.  Then you will stand 
firm to give God the glory, for ever and ever.  



Accepting Christ’s Daily Challenge 
Adapted from a reflection by James Kirk 
 
    The author of the Letter to the Hebrews gets quite challenging concerning 
the discipline required to live like Christ.  Take the image of a runner who gets 
rid of everything unnecessary in order to win a race.  Jesus is our forerunner; 
he laid aside everything to win a race for our sake. 
    Now Hebrews presents God as a loving parent who uses difficulties and 
sufferings simply to form us to live the life in Christ we have chosen.  Each 
day is an opportunity to grow in love for God, for Jesus, and for God’s people.  
It is an opportunity to show love and so grow in it, to learn how it spreads 
through creation and transforms people and things. 
    If one is worried about something, or thinks the day will be particularly 
trying, then one offers everything to God and asks that the Spirit be one’s 
guide.  What matters most is God and not our comfort or fear or success or 
ambition.  Each day brings some frustration, suffering, or disappointment and 
we often need help.  But the day will be an adventure in the Spirit if we open 
our minds and hearts to the Spirit’s presence and influence. 
    We need to embrace each day.  We probably work within a flawed institution 
and with flawed people and those we work with have needs very like our own.  
But what is our deeper goal?  Would we cleanse what is unwholesome, try to 
live our relationships as whole and wholesome, work to forgive when that is 
needed, and invite others to enjoy the blessings we become aware of? 
    Evening will come and bring with it the opportunity to reflect on what we 
have done well or ill, and to give God thanks for all the day’s blessings.  We 
don’t need to begin to be anxious about tomorrow or worry about its priorities.  
During the night the Spirit has a way of clarifying things that vex us and 
helping us to see how to do the tasks entrusted to us.  Day by day, if we live in 
God and in God’s Spirit, the peaceful fruit of righteous living will come to us.  
We will see which worries and preoccupations we need to shed in order to run 
our race well and win our way to God’s Kingdom.   
    “Spirit of the living Lord, fall on us anew today.  Take us and mold us so 
that we will be more like Christ, conformed to his example in love.  We thank 
you that you hold us when we are troubled and discipline us when we stray 
from your way.  We thank you for the strength to confront each day’s 
challenges in love for you and for one another.  May we never cease to praise 
you—even when we seem eaten up by challenges and tasks.  Help us to pause 
from time to time and reflect on your goodness.  May your blessing be upon 
all that we do and make it a blessing for others.  We ask this in Jesus’ Name.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 



How God-Given Hopes Can Test Us 
Adapted from a reflection by Carroll Stuhlmueller 
 
    Many people who want children have to face the fact that they cannot have 
them.  This was the case for Zechariah and Elizabeth. They were old and had 
finally given up hope.  Having accepted the situation they arranged everything 
accordingly.  Their home and income, their work and their mental attitudes to 
one another, their ways of speaking to each other and their ways of relating to 
their neighbors had all been shaped by the fact they could have no children. 
    Now reflect on the difficulties Zechariah faced when he had a vision in 
which he was told he would have a son!  Could it be true!  Or would he simply 
once more have to face disappointment, and even mockery should he share 
this hope with others?  It seems that for Zechariah it was too much to believe 
that he would finally, in spite of his wife’s very advanced age, have a son.  He 
needed a really exceptional sign if he were to accept the vision as true! 
    What happened was that Zechariah was deprived of the little control he had 
over his life by being deprived of the ability to speak.  He was to remain that 
way until the angel’s message was fulfilled!  What’s more, the child to born 
was to be consecrated from the womb to a special mission given him directly 
by God.  He was to symbolize this by being a Nazarite, one consecrated wholly 
to the salvation of his people. 
    Actually, others whom we meet in Hebrew Scriptures were given a mission 
even before they were born.  Actually, God has chosen each of us, and given 
us a vocation and a mission, from eternity.  This means we have been given a 
special hope as well.  God is with us, preparing and helping us to fulfill the 
calling that he has always had in mind—just for me!   
    In ancient Israel Nazarites reminded themselves of their dedication to God 
by (e.g.) drinking no alcoholic beverages and not cutting the hair of their head.  
Wouldn’t it be a good idea for us to have some sign of our consecration to 
God and to the special calling God has given us?  Once we have the sign, 
however, we still have to constantly remind ourselves that it means we are 
above all servants of our God and of the task our God has chosen as our own. 
    Such a “sign” should remind me that God cares for “me” uniquely and 
specially.  It should remind me to be ready always to go the extra mile to help 
others in their journey to God and the service it charges them to do.  Most of 
all a “sign”, like the Nazarite’s signs, reminds us of the special hope that God 
intends should shape our lives. 
    We have conceived many hopes as we have made our way though life.  But 
no hope of our own making can stand before the hope that God has prepared 
for us.  We must be prepared to sacrifice any and every personal hope for the 
sake of the hope God gives us as his servant, like Jesus.  Every day we need 
to pray: “Lord, today make me a sign to others of your love and guidance.  
Make me a servant of all I meet—a servant of your love and Kingdom.”  God 
shows us the depth or shallowness of our love for Him, and for others, by our 
willingness to let go of any personal hope and grasp His gift of hope.    



Taking Delight in Jesus’ Commands 
A reflection by Fr. Jean Danielou 
 
    John the Baptist had the great joy of knowing that his testimony to Jesus 
had been heard.  He had prepared the way; he had pointed Jesus out to his 
own disciples; now John and Peter and James had recognized Christ when he 
came to be baptized.  John had shown Jesus to them as the Lamb of God.  
There lay John’s great joy—the joy of seeing the bridegroom meeting those 
who were to love him forever.  That was all he wanted. 
    John’s one wish was to lead others to the Messiah.  When then found him 
John’s joy was complete.  When his disciples left him to follow Christ that was 
perfect.  He wanted nothing else.  He had come to prepare the way for his 
Lord.  He never wanted anyone to grow so attached to him as not to become 
far more attached to the Lord.  His one wish was to attach everyone to Christ. 
He then faded out to leave them with the God-sent bridegroom, the Messiah. 
    Here you have the chief thing we all must keep in mind, especially 
concerning Jesus.  John was a person whose love expressed itself in 
disinterested zeal.  We see it best in the fact that he was perfectly faithful in 
carrying out the ministry he had been given—leading others to Christ. 
    Christ came to lead all those given him to the Heavenly Father.  That was 
what Jesus thirsted for.  It was this John worked for.  His delight was in giving 
joy to the Christ, helping him fulfill his mission.  It was greater than any merely 
personal satisfaction. 
    There must have been some most special grace of love given to him.  He 
was indeed the servant whose love was, above all, expressed by serving—
doing whatever the Christ wanted, whatever the Heavenly Father commanded 
be done for His Christ.  It is clear that John is a model for us to imitate.  He 
shows us how to cultivate a heart given wholly to Christ and the work Christ 
does in calling people to the Heavenly Father.  Serving perfectly was John’s 
delight, and God offers to make it our delight.  Our Lord wants his servants to 
be like John.  He could say of such servants what the Lord said of David: “I 
have found a person after my own heart, one who does all that I ask”.  Why are 
there so few people Christ can call upon to help him as John did?   
    Would you be a person whom Jesus can call to do just anything that needs 
to be done?  I think that such persons are the ones whom Jesus loves most. 
They are, after all, closest to him in working with him—doing whatever he 
commands them to do.  Wouldn’t you like to be a person whom Jesus so 
trusts that he never has to be concerned about a task once he has entrusted it 
to you?  You would be at his disposal, absolutely! 
    John the Baptist was a person who above all put himself completely at 
God’s service, and so at Christ’s.  He received the grace and the great gift of 
being the perfect servant who did everything the Master might tell him.  His joy 
was simply to hear the Lord’s voice assigning him a task.  We can be such 
servants.  Our delight can be simply to know we are doing what Jesus wishes 
us to do.  


