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Preparing For a Great Adventure 

A reflection based on a text by Fr. Gerald Vann 
 
    Jesus was standing by the Sea of Galilee with a crowd pressing around him to 
listen to the Word of God.  He noticed two boats close at hand; the fishermen 
were washing their nets.  Before Jesus came along and asked to use the boat, the 
fishermen had spent a night in fruitless effort.  Maybe they were they were getting 
reading to go home and rest. But they agreed, and even went along to listen; they 
knew that sound carries over water and that people couldn’t block one another’s 
view or hearing if Jesus used the boat as his platform.    
   You wouldn’t think this was the dramatic introduction to a vocation story.  But it 
is every bit as fascinating as the story of Isaiah’s call to be a prophet, which is the 
topic of the first reading at this Sunday’s Eucharist.  It certainly doesn’t sound as 
exciting as Paul’s reminder of how the resurrected Jesus suddenly appeared to 
him.  But think of what our Lord said to Simon after he finished speaking: Put out 
into deeper water and lower your nets for a catch! 
   These are words Jesus addresses to us right now.  If you are tempted to think 
of your faith or its practice as something added to the ordinary business of living 
then you will miss the adventure that is a life of faith.  Jesus says to us too: I am 
going to teach you to catch people.  That’s our vocation! 
   So faith isn’t a mere addition to life but the door into an entirely new dimension 
of life and reality.  The temptation is to live on the surface of life, without 
bothering our heads about anything deeper or higher.  That means failing to live 
fully.  So Jesus calls us: Go out over your head! 
    The first time to dive into the sea it can be a frightening experience but once 
you are in and swimming the fright vanishes and you enjoy  a thrill, a sense of 
freedom in a strange element suddenly become friendly, bearing you up in spite 
of its immensity.  That is what religion is meant to be like.  It means knowing the 
Presence, the Love, that is in and all around all things.  It means plunging into the 
Divine Life like a diver plunges into the sea.  That is what our Lord calls us to 
when he invited us to come to him and find life, and a more abundant life. 
    We are called to leave behind the narrowness of self and its ordinary 
shallowness.  We move into the immensity of God’s call to love others in Jesus’ 
way.  So he says: Don’t be afraid.  His hand is always there to support us—as it 
was to Simon Peter when he answered Jesus’ call to walk on the waters.  In 
today’s Gospel he responds to Jesus’ directions: If you say so Master I will let 
down the net.  And something marvelous happened that stupefied him. 
    Jesus calls us to things we seem wholly unprepared to do.  He says, Follow me 
and I will make you People Catchers!  Fish they understood, but this was way 
over their heads, and perhaps yours and mine.  Nobody expects an adventure to 
involve nothing but effortless ease.  Jesus invites us to the greatest adventure of 
all.  Yet, through God’s mercy, it will reveal to us life in a fullness we had never 
imagined—if we answer his call.  You can’t yet see either the cost or the reward.  
You can trust in Jesus! He never fails us. 
 



A Vocation is an Adventure 

A reflection developed from a text by Fr. Emeric Lawrence 
 
    The Hebrew Scriptures present themselves as the history of an entire People’s 
vocation.  God creates and sustains us, and everything, with a purpose in mind 
and a vocation is a summons to work with God to achieve this purpose.  The New 
Testament continues this theme.  For example, Mary is called to be the mother of 
Jesus so that God can save all peoples from their sins.  She responded, “I am the 
Lord’s slave; let it be done in me as God wills”.  Doing the Heavenly Father’s will 
motivated all Jesus did and it is to motivate us in the same way. 
    A vocation from God is a summons to leave behind a past and launch out into 
the unknown.  Sunday’s Gospel pictures Jesus summoning Simon Peter to put 
out into deep water and this has been seen through the Christian centuries as a 
symbol of what a divinely given vocation requires. It is always a life of service to 
God through serving others.  What is more, this is true of the Church just as it is 
of individuals.  In fact, by considering the Church’s vocation we can better 
understand our own. 
    The Church’s vocation involves carrying out the Lord’s work of freeing people 
from their sin—their refusal to entrust themselves and their lives to God’s 
guidance—in every age and every culture and society.  The Church is, in one 
aspect, the assembly of those who have heard this call to an individual vocation.  
Jesus constantly calls the Church forward and onward to meet the challenges 
posed by each time and place and human way of organizing life.  It must do this 
for peoples everywhere and in every when!  Proclaiming this call and helping 
those who respond is always an adventure—for the Church as a whole and for its 
individual members.  It is never possible to rest on what has already been 
achieved, or to try and respond to a new situation with something that was 
successful at another time or place. There is no single response to the needs of 
all people in every time and place. 
    The Church is the Body of Christ and it must grow.  This is true for every 
community as for every individual.  If there is no growth then challenges are not 
met and the result is a kind of death.  At the end of World War II Cardinal Suhard 
of Paris wrote a pastoral letter he named “Growth or Decline”.   Much of the old 
had been destroyed and he saw this not as a call for restoration but an 
opportunity for new growth.  History is “made” by persons who respond to Jesus’ 
call to put out into deeper water—into what they’re not used to or ready for. 
    God calls us from the vocation of youth to that maturity, and of old age, and 
finally death.  These are distinct vocations and each is a call to newness.  Each is 
a challenge to faith; we must recognize each call as a moment of grace—for the 
individual and for the larger world.  There is no recipe for success.  But Jesus is 
with us always!  We are always in Peter’s boat and being called to walk on the 
scary and instable waters, but don’t be afraid!  Trust in Jesus. Then you too will 
be able to cry out like Isaiah: Here I am Lord!  Send me!  Jesus will show us how 
to be elderly or sick or incapacitated in a way that makes it a way of loving as 
Jesus loves. 



Now Is a Time to Show Forth God’s Love 

A reflection developed from a text by R.J. Rushdoony 
 
    In the fifth century after Christ the Church created what are called Rogation 
Days.  Their observance was so integrated into the culture of the time that they 
were kept even by the anti-liturgical puritans of New England.  On the spring 
Rogation Sunday worship centered on praying for a good harvest and after the 
service each family walked the boundaries of its property.  Each time a landmark 
stone was reached the eldest son, who would inherit the property, was “bumped” 
against the landmark stone or tree, or dunked in the pond that served the same 
purpose.  The purpose of the “bumping” and “dunking” was to make sure the boy 
never forgot where the boundaries were.  But the practice also recognized that 
the family and its head were the guardians of the boundaries and markers.  Its 
head would lead the family in fulfilling this task of guardianship. 
    God has established boundary markers for us, as a Chosen Family of God.  
These can be symbolized by the Ten Commandments.  To “remove” these 
boundary markers is to evoke conflict, disorder and even violence.  Yet people 
often think these boundary markers are obstacles to some sort of desirable 
progress or freedom.  Has removing them from the way we live brought real 
benefit, either to our society or its individual members? 
    What all communities and individuals need is to observe a kind of spring 
Rogation Day on which they reaffirm their commitment to living within the 
boundaries of what is good and to profess anew their faith in God as the one who 
shows us what is and is not good.  Jesus, Scripture tells us, came from God to 
“save us from our sins”.  That means saving us from taking it upon ourselves, in 
isolation from God, to decide what will and will not lead us to a good life.  We 
can’t expect God to do the difficult reflection and mental struggle in our place but 
we can expect God’s help.  In Jesus we have been given a “new commandment”, 
a new and all-purpose boundary marker to guide us, if we will do our part to 
remind one another where it is and why it is so important. 
    “Love one another as I have loved you!”  How has Jesus loved us?  He has 
turned us to God and away from absorption in self.  Turning us to God has shown 
us how to turn to others and genuinely help and serve them.  He has shown us 
how to “bump” one another up against this God-given boundary marker.   God 
has given us the Church, the living Body of Christ, to help “bump” us up against 
such markers lest we individually forget. 
    An essential part of a Christian vocation is just this sort of “bumping”.  What 
we get bumped by is not something of wood or stone or a pond but a deed of 
love.  Who put such boundary markers in place, and guards them so they are 
never lost or removed?  Each of us has been given that vocation.  It is the most 
basic way of living Jesus’ type of love. 
 
 
 
 



 

A Time to Learn What it is to be Family 

A reflection based on a text by Carroll Stuhlmueller 
 
    Lent summons us all to fasting and weeping and mourning.  Why?  Because 
members of our family are sinful, filled with anxiety, have been driven from their 
homes, experienced the death of loved ones—not only natural but violent death 
worked by those who would do evil to them, and so to their entire family.  We are 
members of the Body of Christ and we don’t know what that means if we don’t 
know what it means to “be family” with those who suffer and are hungry and 
treated unjustly and violently, and all the rest of the terrible things that scare 
human life today.  If one member of the Body suffers the whole body suffers!  If 
one member of the family is terribly mistreated we are all mistreated.  If one 
family member is abandoned by the rest of the family then it has ceased to be a 
real family.  If we aren’t there for family members who will be-there for us?  How 
can it be a puzzle that we are summoned to fast and weep and mourn? 
    Lent is a time to bring before our God all the sin and suffering and rejection 
and abandonment and death that happens to members of Christ’s Body, and 
ours, each day.  Our God is gracious and merciful.  Our God will not abandon us!  
God and we are family!  So how could God not show compassion at the sight of 
so much misery?  It doesn’t matter how much of that misery we bring upon 
ourselves—after all the very meaning of sin is that we choose to live in a way that 
leads to just this sort of thing.  God loved us even when we were so sunk in sin 
that we couldn’t, or wouldn’t, recognize any other way of living.  The point is that 
we can, and should, absorb—so to speak—some- thing of our God’s loving and 
merciful character just because we associate with God daily in our “family” life.  
We live together!  How could we not be shaped by what we experience in one 
another’s behavior? 
    We are offered an opportunity to share the mind and heart of God at the same 
time we own our own sinfulness and our own failure to let ourselves share all that 
members of our “family” suffer.  By this failure we refuse to be merciful.  Do we 
also refuse to ask our God to forgive our merciless attitude to our suffering family 
members?  Do we ask our God to heal us of insensitivity? 
    We are called to a transformation that is interior and that will shape us from 
now on.  Break your hearts, don’t tear you cloths!  That is an ancient way of 
saying: Don’t do outwardly what will gain you social respect while refusing to do 
what is required for real inward and personal sharing with others.  Whether we 
are called to outward observances or to inward change we are being called to act 
as a single family of love.  Jesus became “incarnate” by becoming a member of a 
family.  What people do in their families tends to be spontaneous, without show 
and without counting the cost and spelling out a return we expect.  It is almost as 
though our left hand didn’t know what our right hand was doing.  “Where is our 
God?”  God is in our hearts and minds.  If we want God to act we have to let God 
act through us.  That is the meaning of Lent.   
 



The Meaning of Dust 
A reflection based on a text by Karl Rahner 
 
    Before God sent Adam & Eve out of paradise he reminded them: Dust you are 
and to dust you shall return.  This judgement upon human sin serves as a 
perpetual reminder of what we are when we are separated from God.  Dust is a 
symbol of coming to nothing.  Eve and Adam decided they could make their lives 
more meaningful by treating what God called evil as though it were good.  But it 
only meant that their lives would come to nothing.  Dust has no shape of its own; 
it is empty and aimless and unstable and is found everywhere—except in a well-
kept home! 
    Scripture is right; we are dust!  So we are always in the process of dying and 
we know it.  If that were all we knew then despair would always threatening and 
we would have no well-founded reason to be optimistic.  Dust is what we are!  
Granted what we are, or make of ourselves, it can be difficult to avoid self-hatred.  
Probably the reason why we treat enemies so inhumanly is because we despair of 
our own humanity and hate in them what we fear to find in ourselves. 
   The term ‘dust’ is very closely related in its symbolic meaning with the 
Scriptural term ‘flesh’.  ‘Flesh’ refers to the frailty and weakness of our human 
reality taken apart from God.  This is what leads to sin, and so to a death that 
seems meaningless. To say we humans are dust and flesh is to say roughly the 
same thing from two perspectives.  But the good news of salvation gives these 
symbols a new meaning.   The Word became flesh!  God has strewn his own head 
with the dust of the earth.  We can say to God exactly what God said to us: 
Remember that you are dust and in death you shall return to dust.  God has 
become flesh that suffers even unto death. 
    So the terrifying judgment—you are dust—is changed for those who have 
received the gift of faith.  It is transformed by merciful love.  We can trace on our 
own heads, in dust, the sign of the cross and thus make both the reality that is 
our sinfulness and the greater reality that is our redemption visible 
simultaneously.  The people of death have become a people of new life. 
    It is not that the old is wholly abolished.  But the old descends with Christ into 
the dust of the earth and there is turned into a rising, even an ascent to the 
highest heaven.  We were nothing and we are made into an eternal life—death 
seems to team with life.  Futility turns into rich meaning.  What was the end of 
everything for each of us turns into the beginning of a never ending adventure.  
The dust of the earth, which we are, is now God’s forever.  Our God is the God of 
life and of the living.  Jesus has indeed saved and freed us from our sins.  We 
have only to let him teach us how to live this new life, which is divine love.  We 
have only to become partners with God in sweeping up the dust of all the earth so 
it can become a flesh that never dies.  Is it hard for you?  It is only if you are 
afraid to follow Jesus, because he will almost surely lead you to a cross. 
     
 
  



A Spirituality of Fasting, Prayer & Almsgiving 

A reflection based on a text by Kallistos Ware 
 
   People often become preoccupied by the physical requirements or effects of 
fasting.  As important as that can be, it is far more important not to overlook its 
spiritual requirements and significance.  St. John Chrysostom calls our attention 
to the fact that fasting is not primarily abstinence from food but from sin; it needs 
to involve the eye, the ear, the feet and the hands just as much as the mouth.  
How many ways there are of harming others and we are to fast from all of them. 
St. Basil points out that it is useless to abstain from eating meet if one “devours a 
brother or sister’s reputation” by slander or bad mouthing them. 
   So true fasting is a matter of turning the heart and will to God.  It is a kind of 
return to our Father’s House after prodigally wasting time and attention or 
opportunities to use such things to draw nearer to God.  Turning to God means 
concentrating one’s attention on God and not spreading it out in every direction. 
    To understand the spiritual significance of fasting and prayer and almsgiving—
the traditional Lenten good works—one has to integrate all three so as to see 
them as a single spiritual reality.  Divorced from payer and from acts of mercy and 
compassion fasting can be pharisaical or even demonic.  Nor can one practice 
almsgiving simply by giving money or goods; one has to give respect and 
concern and compassion and love.  These are indeed “alms” people need much 
more than they do money or even food and drink.  Again, prayer that is self-
enclosed and does not take us out of ourselves, not only to God but to our 
brothers and sisters, is not the prayer that goes with fasting and almsgiving.  We 
have to fast from self-oriented prayer and feast on praying compassionately for 
others.  Notice how this last statement brings fasting, prayer and almsgiving 
together.  Notice that even the poorest of the poor can practice all three of these 
Lenten works. 
    All three are brought together by the reality that is love, for God and others 
expressed in practical ways.  Works of forgiveness are forms of almsgiving and 
should be joined with prayer and fasting.  All efforts to get even or get what one 
thinks one has coming or to make another feel bad over how we have reacted 
inwardly to what that person said or did lead us away from God rather than to 
God. 
    Without love for others there can be no genuine fasting or almsgiving or even 
prayer.  It is a love that must not be limited to formal gestures or sentimental 
feelings.  We may have nothing to give but our time, our attention, our respect or 
our interest but that is enough.  What God has so generously given us we are to 
give to others, as freely as it was given us.  In the end we give ourselves—to God 
in prayer, to others in merciful compassion and forgiveness and to all in turning 
away from all that is the anti-love we call sin.  This is the meaning of fasting, 
prayer and almsgiving as God calls us to them. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 


