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Ministers of Mercy 
A reflection taken from a sermon by St. Augustine of Hippo 
 
    You and I are well aware that our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, is the only 
physician capable of bringing us eternal healing and salvation.  It was in order to 
show us this supreme mercy that he took our weaknesses upon himself.  He 
equipped himself with a human body, liable to death, so that in and through that 
body he might conquer death.  It was this human weakness that made it possible 
for him to be crucified; was divine life that enabled him to return that human body 
to everlasting life.  The apostle says: He will never die again; neither will death 
have any further hold upon him. 
    You already know and believe this and you see the consequences that flow 
from it.  The miracles he worked among us were meant to help us accept gifts 
that will never pass.  In mercy He gave sight to blind eyes that would shortly be 
closed in death.  In mercy he raised Lazarus from the dead, only for him to die 
again.  These healings were never meant to last forever, though he will give us 
our body transformed so it lives everlastingly.  Yet because seeing is believing, 
as we say, Jesus used these visible wonders to build up faith, for the even 
greater marvels that cannot be seen. 
    Let no one say that Jesus Christ, our Lord, no longer works miracles among us 
or that the Church was better off in its early days when the apostles worked 
cures.  Our Lord says that those who have never seen but have believed have 
received even greater mercy than those who believed only because of what they 
saw.  So great was the apostles’ weakness that they had to touch him before they 
could believe their eyes and confess he was truly risen from the dead.  Yet in us 
the Lord works the miracle of believing without seeing! 
    You have heard Thomas cry out: My Lord and my God!  It was by his wounds 
that Christ worked this great wonder and taught us to confess exactly as did 
Thomas.  No doubt the Lord could have risen with a body from which the wounds 
were erased.  But he knew his disciples bore within their hearts a wound so deep 
that the only way to cure it was to retain the scars of his own wounds.  It was in 
mercy that he did this, and it is mercy that he shows them still to us.  Showing 
Thomas his wounds he healed him and taught us all to confess him.   You 
believe, he says, because you have seen but more blessed are those who have 
not seen and have believed.  Who are those more blessed ones?  We are those 
blessed disciples. 
    When the Lord departed from human sight, and when faith had had time to 
strike roots deep in human hearts, those who believed in him made their act of 
faith without seeing the one in whom they believed.  This is a great and wondrous 
healing and work of mercy.  The Lord Jesus would work that same mercy for 
countless others, and he would do it through and with us.  Our faith is to call for 
their faith so they will be numbered among those more blessed one who believe 
without having to see.  This may be a greater wonder than all the others: Jesus 
heals through us and through our faith and love.  So great is our Lord and God’s 
mercy. 



Actually Trusting in the Lord 
A reflection taken from a text by Carroll Stuhlmueller 
 
     An angel announced Jesus’ conception and birth, thereby proclaiming that 
God was about to fulfill everyone’s hope for salvation.  The reading from Isaiah’s 
prophesy at our liturgy reminds us that there are right and wrong ways of dealing 
with the fear and anxiety that get in the way of trusting in the Lord while waiting 
for salvation.  He spoke to a king who was desperate to “do something” to avert 
Israel’s, and his own, destruction.  He repaired Jerusalem’s fortifications and sent 
envoys to Nineveh to ask that Israel be accepted as a vassal state to Assyria.  He 
sold Israel’s freedom to ward off a pressing danger.  What was Isaiah’s 
response? Be still and wait on the Lord!  God is with God’s Chosen ones! 
    King Ahaz couldn’t trust God to that extent.  He was responsible for preventing 
disaster!  Compare Isaiah’s call to trust with what St. Paul tells us about Jesus by 
quoting a Scripture: “I come to do your will!”  Jesus shows us how to wait upon 
God and to place ourselves, practically and actually, in God’s hands.  Was he 
really serious?  He trusted even to death on a cross.  How serious, then, are we?  
Will we let things fall apart, as it seems to us, will we do something, anything, to 
keep our life from falling apart—rather than genuinely wait on the Lord? 
    Today’s feast offers us a model to imitate, Mary the mother of Jesus.  We 
perhaps will look only at Jesus’ divinity and feel unable to imitate him.  Mary 
wasn’t divine, and yet she too lived by waiting on the Lord rather than rushing 
about frantically trying to keep things together.  She didn’t even ask whether it 
was right to “keep things together” or whether God willed that they fall apart so 
as to be replaced by better things.  She just repeated he declaration to the angel: 
Let whatever God wills be done in me and my life. 
    Isaiah states exactly what Mary practices: “By waiting and by calm you shall be 
saved; in quiet and in trust lies your strength.”  Notice the phrase “you shall be 
saved”.  We won’t and can’t save ourselves but have to let God do the saving.  
And God does not always save what has existed.  What we can be sure of is that 
whatever God does or refuses to do will lead to good, not just for us but for 
many.  But there can’t be any self-set limit to our trust!  We can’t just trust until 
matters, in our eyes, have gone too far.  God lets things go beyond “too far” 
because what God leads us to is often beyond our ability to imagine. 
    It is easy to see that this applies to us and to our dealings with the crises of our 
own times.  Human wisdom tells us that we must consider alternative ways of 
dealing with wrongs and evils—especially as they threaten harm to our 
community or our family or the people we love and are responsible to care for.  
And when we can’t find any really “good” solution what do we do?  Do we leave 
those we love in God’s hands, as we leave ourselves?  Does God love them less 
than we do?  Is God ready to let them be destroyed?  Whatever God does or 
permits good will come—to us and to those we love and to all peoples.  That is 
the faith we have to live by today.  As Isaiah said: Unless your faith is firm you 
will not be able to stand firm!  Beside the cross Mary stood firm. 
 
 



The Incarnation of God’s Mercy 
A reflection taken from a text by Gregor Mendel 
 
    Christ’s Day of Victory is Easter day.  On that day Christ broke the bonds that 
sin and death had used to imprison the human race.  Now it can rise up in 
strength together with its redeemer.  What’s more, after his resurrection Jesus 
appeared to and taught a group of chosen disciples, sanctifying them so that they 
could follow him in proclaiming the way to freedom and resurrection life.  The 
resurrection of the Son of God not only removed sin and death but won for us the 
grace which now comes to us through the Easter sacraments of baptism and the 
Eucharist.  This grace elevates and transforms our entire being and makes us 
truly divine.  It flows out from our Savior’s tomb to us and so to the entire world.  
It holds out to us the promise of a different, more beautiful and sublime world that 
will never disappear. 
    Christ’s victory won for us the realm of grace which is the Heavenly Kingdom.  
The Easter banner becomes the banner of that Kingdom, the flag that will 
eternally wave over the gates of the Eternal Jerusalem.  For forty days Jesus 
revealed this new life in appearances and works of mercy.  He manifested the 
sublime existence of one who has entered into glory, who is exalted above the 
world and its losses and changes.  He does this is such a simple and intimate 
way that his disciples soon lost all fear of him and dealt with him as one does 
with a friend or family member.  He came to them, he spoke with them, he ate with 
them, and—most of all—he urged them to be convinced of the reality of his 
resurrection and of resurrection life as God’s final promise to all.   
    The disciples recognized Jesus and saw that it was clearly the very same 
person who had lived with them before his death.  He was the same in so many 
ways but also so different.  He uses his wounds as marks by which he may be 
recognized.  He points to his hands and feet and to his side.  He takes these 
wounds with him into glory.  Why? 
He does it to show God’s gift of mercy.  His wounds are the incarnation of that 
mercy.  By his sufferings—which means by these wounds—our Savior is to be 
recognized.  In seeing Him we see the Heavenly Father.  In seeing him we see 
who our God is.  We see God in God’s wounds.  They are signs of love, signs that 
this love lasts forever.  These wounds, and not tiny wounds, go with Jesus into 
glory as his choicest possession.  It is a possession he not only keeps but offers 
to share with us, with all those who love him.  We too are to incarnate God’s 
mercy, and to bear whatever wounds may prove to be the price of showing this 
mercy to our generation as Christ’s living Body.  Do not be afraid.  You too will 
find the wounds of mercy so many doors to glory. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Entering into the Pattern of Christ’s Death 
A reflection developed from a treatise by Origen of Alexandria 
 
    In his Letter to the Romans St. Paul tells us that “if we have been grafted into 
the pattern of Christ’s death, we shall also have the likeness of his resurrection”.  
He goes on to explain: “We know that our old self was crucified with Christ so 
that the power of sin in our flesh might be destroyed and we might no longer be 
enslaved to sin. Anyone who has died is freed from the power of sin.” 
   Notice that we are told we have been grafted into the “pattern” of Christ’s death 
and so bear in ourselves the likeness of Christ’s death, becoming thereby dead to 
sin.  So we can look forward to a resurrection like Christ’s.  Further, St. Paul 
points out that this means the self we formerly were has to die—to be crucified 
with Christ.  That old self includes the sinful life we led before our baptism.  We 
bring that life to an end, in a sense we destroy it, when we accept faith in Christ’s 
cross.  So we no longer serve sin’s purpose but God’s. 
    We need to ponder these words, especially asking what it means to be “grafted 
into the pattern of Christ’s death”.  The meaning of the metaphor of “grafting” is 
clear.  By our profession of faith we begin to draw sustenance from Christ and 
Christ’s death, as a branch does from the root of the tree into which it has been 
grafted.  The meaning of the metaphor of a tree and its branches is also clear.  
Scripture explain it in terms of wisdom: Wisdom is a “tree of life” to those who 
hope in her and put their trust in her, as in the Lord.  So being grafted into Christ 
involves hoping in God and trusting in God as Christ has done.  Doing this is 
living the true wisdom that is Christ.  Receiving this is a gift of genuine love that 
becomes for us the source of life. 
    The apostle is aware that he is not talking about ordinary death but the death 
that is sin.   That is why he says that we have been grafted into the “pattern” of 
Christ’s death and not into his ordinary, human death.  Christ died to sin once 
and for all and so totally that he never committed sin.  This isn’t the case for any 
other human being.  What we can do is achieve a certain likeness to Christ 
insofar as we follow in his footsteps in such a way as to keep ourselves free from 
sin.  This much is possible for human beings:  
We can act as Christ did and so acquire a likeness to him and to his “death to 
sin”.  If we are grafted into this pattern of living we are grafted into the likeness of 
Christ’s death to sin and we are given the grace to produce the fruit that is 
holiness. 
    Every grace is a gift of mercy which has been given us by God.  Our likeness to 
Christ grows as we let our every deed be a gift of this mercy.  To do mercy is the 
opposite of sin.  As our life becomes a gift of mercy to others we become like 
Christ and we become holy.  Our goal is not simply to avoid sin but to replace all 
that was sin by Christ-like mercy.   
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Sharing God’s Loving Design for Our Lives 
A reflection derived from a treatise by St. John Damascene 
 
    O Lord, Nature’s laws always carry out your commands.  Through them you 
formed me in my mother’s womb and you brought me to birth.  By the gift of the 
Holy Spirit you had prepared my creation and you willed that I exist by your 
inexpressible mercy and love.  You sent me forth from the womb into the light of 
day and then you called me to baptism and to a light which surpasses all natural 
light. You adopted me as your own and you placed me in your Church, the very 
Body of your Only Son made man. 
   For many years, Lord, you have nursed me with the spiritual milk of your divine 
Word and you have kept me alive with the solid food that is the body of your 
Christ.  You let me drink from the chalice of his life-giving blood, poured out to 
save the whole world.  And so you revealed to me that you did none of these 
wonderful mercies for yourself but so that you might share your goodness and 
beauty.  Your Son willingly undertook the task of redeeming me.  He rejoiced to 
become a human being and to sacrifice himself in obedience to your love and 
mercy. 
    You, O Christ, humbled yourself so you might carry me like a stray sheep on 
your own shoulders.  You gave me green pastures in which to graze and 
refreshed me with the waters of orthodox teaching under the guidance of 
shepherds which you yourself had appointed and prepared to help me and 
minister to me.  And now you call me, Lord, to help others as others have helped 
me.  I do not know why you chose me to do this but I know you have called me 
from sin and self-preoccupation to share with others all the goodness and joy 
and mercy that you have shared with me. 
    O Lord, purify me.  Make me a shining light and lamp.  Help me to show others 
the path to you and to your love and mercy even as you have shown this to me.  
When I open my mouth let my speech be of you and in your praise.  Whatever I do 
let it show forth the sort of love and mercy that brought you among us to be our 
Savior.  Let the tongues of fire of your Spirit fill me and make my entire life a kind 
of mouth with which to sing your praises.  Stay with me always and keep me in 
your sight and faithful to your never-failing guidance.  Do not let my heart lean 
either to the right or to the left but only straight to you.  Whatever I do let it show 
forth your Spirit and your presence saving and healing all who turn to you.  Let 
your Church be indeed your Body assisting all to find you and then to find life in 
you and inspire others to seek you.  We have received such great gifts.  
Strengthen us to pass them on in the spotless love and wonder with which they 



captured our heart for your love.  In you may I find all that is life and beauty and 
everlasting love and peace.  And may I show to all the way the truly leads to you. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Importance of Easter Joy 
A reflection taken from a sermon by St. Augustine of Hippo 
 
   The characteristic song of Easter is Hallelujah.  Why do we sing this at Easter?  
Think of the fact that here on earth we live so often in anxiety and long for God’s 
Kingdom where anxiety will be no more.  That is the promise of Easter.  So what 
better way to live in hope than to sing Hallelujah!  Yes, Scripture describes our 
life on earth as a time of trials.  No wonder we feel anxiety.  So we are told to 
watch and pray lest we come to a time of testing and fail. There are so many 
temptations and we must daily pray: Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us.  We can understand why many would constantly 
cry out: Deliver us from evil!  And yet, while we are still in the midst of all this, we 
know we can be sure of God’s mercy.  What better reason is there to sing, 
Hallelujah! 
    Especially in the midst of trials and temptations we do well to cry out: 
Hallelujah!  God is faithful, says Scripture.  God will not allow us to be tried 
beyond our strength.  Knowing this what could we do but sing, Hallelujah? 
Whatever our trials God will see us safely through them.  Scripture does not say 
that we will not be tried or have suffering but that God will always give us 
strength to pass safely through every trial or test.  If you have entered upon a 
time of trial, know that by God’s strength you can pass through it safely. 
    Those who have been given the gift of believing are like pieces of fine pottery.  
They are shaped by a master potter, formed by instruction and fired in the heat of 
tribulation.  What we have to do is keep our thoughts on the time when God will 
take us out of his kiln.  God is ever faithful and will guard both your goings and 
comings, as Scripture says.  But we know that in the life to come we will be 
immortal and incorruptible and trials and sorrows will all be over.  If the Spirit of 
Him who raised Christ from the dead is in us then the One who raised Christ will 
raise you and give you a life like Christ’s.  We will receive life from the Spirit. 
    O the happiness of the Heavenly Hallelujahs!   They are sung in security and 
where there is no fear of anything going wrong.  We have no enemies in Heaven, 
and we never lose a friend.  God’s praises are sung both here and there but here 
they are sung by those destined to die and there by those destined to live forever.  
Here they are sung in hope and their in hope’s fulfillment. 
    So then, my friends, though now we sing “Hallelujah” in order to lighten our 
anxiety and make our hard labors more bearable, we need to remember that 
lightening our mood helps us continue our journeying, our pilgrimage to our 
heavenly homeland.  We must sing in order to help one another make progress.  



Remember, however, that the progress we seek is in virtue, which means in 
likeness to Christ.  What is important is that we never cease to make this kind of 
progress.  It is, after all, progress in love and in lovingly showing mercy to one 
another.  These are joyful things in themselves.  As we do them more and more 
our progress in virtue becomes a progress in joy.  Is this not the best kind of 
reason to sing “Hallelujah!”?  Keep singing and keep making progress.  When 
love and mercy fill the whole of your life you will have come to God’s Kingdom. 

The Truth About the Resurrection Life 
Developed from a commentary on Romans by Origen 
 
    “If you have risen with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is 
seated at the right hand of God; let your thoughts dwell on the things of Heaven 
and not on the things of earth.”  What does it mean to seek the things of Heaven?  
It means to seek to share the life of God.  What is the life of God?  It is God’s self-
giving, the Father’s sharing of everything in the Spirit with the Son.  What does it 
mean to dwell in?  It means to share in this divine life of self-giving love.  To be 
conformed to Christ is to make loving as God loves the heart of our heart and the 
life of our life.  Longing for God is longing to make God’s love our own love.   
What God loves and longs for is that all creatures accept the gift of sharing in his 
loving, according to their nature’s capacity. 
  To seek the things above is to give witness that one has entrusted oneself to 
God’s design for one’s life.  This is the fruit we bear when we fully receive the gift 
of faith.  To entrust oneself wholly to God is to have life in its fullness.  That is 
why death could have no hold on Christ.  We seek to be conformed to Christ.  As 
we accept the gift of faith we are justified.  That means we stand in a right relation 
to God.  Sin no longer has a place in our life because it is a refusal to let oneself 
become a self-given gift to God, as the Son is, as Jesus is.  Sin can have no more 
in common with such life than light can have with darkness.   
   Christ, we say, was handed over to death for our sins and rose again for our 
purification.  From these wonderful words we learn to detest and turn our backs 
on everything which brought about Christ’s death.  Its cause was sin and so we 
make ourselves strangers to everything sinful and count sin as our greatest 
enemy.  If we have risen with Christ, who is holiness itself, and if we walk with 
him in newness of life along the path of holiness, then Christ has indeed risen for 
us and in us.  If we have not yet renounced all that is sinful then just to the extent 
this is the case Christ has not yet risen for us or in us. Listen to St. Paul’s words: 
    “Now that we have been justified by faith let us be at peace with God through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, through whom we have reach the state of grace in which 
we now are and because of which we rejoice in the hope of sharing God’s glory”.  
What is the peace of which St. Paul speaks?  Peace is, of course, the absence of 
discord and enmity and cruelty and is the presence of love and mercy and right 
relationship.  Peace is first of all living in right relationship with God.  What is 
such a relationship?  It is making our love one with God’s love.  We love nothing 
except what God loves.  What does God love?  God loves to share all.  To love 
within God’s love is to love sharing and giving and showing mercy.  Living in this 



way is true peace, everlasting peace. This is what comes to us through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  He shows us how to live this love in a way that is simultaneously 
human and divine.  To agree to receive the gift of living in this way is to be fully 
“reconciled with God”.  It makes us a great blessing to one another, as is Jesus 
Christ. 
 
 


