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Sunday     Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Aug 21      What Must I Do to Please God?    
                     A reflection developed form a text of Fr. Carroll Stuhlmueller  
 
 

Mon           Monday of the Twenty-First Week of Ordinary Time 
22              The Price of Entering God’s Kingdom    
                     A reflection taken from a letter of St. Anselm of Canterbury 
 
 

Tues         Memorial of St. Rose of Lima 
23             Love Bears All Trials Gladly  
                    A reflection from a narrative by St. Rose of Lima     
  
 

Wed          The Feast of St. Bartholomew, Apostle 
24              The Trials Grace Uses to Form Us   
                    A reflection developed from a sermon by Cardinal Newman      
 
 

Thurs       Thursday of the Twenty-First Week in Ordinary Time  
25             Helping the Lord Gather His Chosen Ones   
                    A reflection developed from Against Heresies by St. Irenaeus of 
Lyon       
 
 

Fri            Remembrance of the Dead 
26            Growing in Faith through our Dead  
                   A reflection adapted from a sermon by Fr. Karl Rahner 
  
 

Sat          Memorial of St. Monica 
27            Praying for Those Who Lose God 
                   A reflection extracted from The Confessions of St. Augustine  
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What Must I Do to Please God? 
A reflection developed from a text by Fr. Carroll Stuhlmueller 
 
    This Sunday’s readings confront us with extremely uncomfortable truths.  
Isaiah proclaims God will draw people from every nation and they will be 
accepted.   The Letter to the Hebrews tells us all will need self-discipline and 
learn to do what God asks.  Jesus adds we have to learn to live as God does 
and adds that many find that difficult and don’t succeed.  How are we to put 
these messages together so as to see what God wants of us and offers us? 
   Scripture gives us a history of efforts to answer these questions.  We learn 
that answering depends on “getting to know who God is” and then we learn 
that one gets to know God by living and working with God.  We have to pay 
attention to how God handles what life brings and what God refuses to do.  
Reflect on this.  Many decide what God wants, do it, and then expect God to 
be pleased.  Jesus compares them to people who come to the door through 
which one enters God’s “wedding banquet” but find that they have been 
strangers to God’s ways.  I don’t know you, God says.  Can one avoid this 
tragedy by always obeying someone who represents God in one’s life?  Only 
if that person really knows what God wants and trains you in doing it. 
    What does God want?!  Look to Jesus!  He tells us that knowing him is 
knowing God.  In Jesus God has come to show us exactly what he wants of 
us and how to learn to do it.  God wants to share the divine way of living with 
all human persons.  That’s what God did perfectly in Jesus.  The divine way of 
living is to share the divine way of loving with everyone.  In the process of 
showing us what this involves Jesus also shows us what it doesn’t mean.  
For instance, it doesn’t mean avoiding suffering or not having to face what we 
personally fear.  He refused to do either of these things for Jesus in the 
Garden of Gethsemane.  What he wants of us is like obedience—“Your will, 
not mine be done!”—but it is free, eyes open obedience; i.e., an obedience 
that trusts God is accomplishing through what happens to us the task of 
making us, and others,  able to love as God loves.  This is where the self-
discipline spoken of in the Letter to the Hebrews comes in.  It is not a call to 
“blind” obedience but to one which fosters love for God and for bringing all 
to God and what is good. 
    You are to love the Lord, your God, with all your heart and mind and 
strength, and you can only do this if you learn how to rightly love your 
neighbors by seeking their good just as you seek your own.  What we have to 
learn is what our good is.  Notice how Jesus healed people.  He freed them 
from evil powers working within them and he freed them from whatever was 
preventing them from living constructively in a community of mutual help and 
support.  Evil powers working in us work for our destruction.  The things that 
prevent our loving others practically prevent us from living the kind of 
community God wants for us. 
    We must accept God’s word about what causes our destruction.  Then we 
must help one another turn to God for freedom from that.  It is why people 
bring others to Jesus.  He alone can genuinely heal us in every needful way.  
We begin by learning how to do this and we begin today.      



The Price of Entering God’s Kingdom 
A reflection from a letter of St. Anselm of Canterbury 
 
    “People from the east and from the west will come to take their place in the 
Kingdom of God”.  God cries out that the Kingdom of Heaven is for sale!  The 
wondrous blessedness of this Kingdom is beyond the power of a mortal eye 
to see and of a mortal ear to hear and of a mortal heart to conceive.  Yet if 
anyone asks the price for it the answer is always the same: No one can give 
God anything God does not already possess, because everything belongs to 
God.  So there is no need for any ordinary payment, yet God doesn’t give this 
precious gift without any payment.  God doesn’t give it to one who lacks love. 
    We don’t give our most precious gifts to people who can’t appreciate them.  
In the same way, God doesn’t bestow such a precious gift as the Kingdom on 
a person who disdains it.  Love is the one thing God asks for; without love 
God cannot give the Kingdom.  Give love and receive the Kingdom. Love and 
it is yours!  God, and God’s kingdom, is love. 
    To reign in heaven means only to love with God and the holy angels and 
the saints by being so one with them in this love you all want only what God 
wants.  Love God more than yourself; then you already have begun to 
possess what you will have fully in Heaven.  Be at one with God and with all 
the other men and women who have not set themselves against God.  Do this 
and already you are beginning to reign with God and the saints.  The desires 
of God and the saints will be the same as yours—if your desires now are the 
same as God’s and those of all who desire what God desires you are living as 
though in Heaven.  So if you want to reign in Heaven, love God and others as 
you should.  Then you will deserve to become what you desire. 
    You can’t have this perfect love unless you empty your heart of competing 
loves.  This is why those who fill their hearts with love of God and neighbor 
desire nothing but the will of God and of those who seeks only God.  This is 
why we devote ourselves to prayer, to spiritual conversations, to reflecting 
about the One whom we so dearly love!  That is why we rejoice with those 
who rejoice and weep with those who weep, show compassion to those in 
distress, and give to the needy.  We do this in loving others the way we love 
ourselves. 
    So too we devalue riches, power, pleasure, honors and praise.  The whole 
teaching of the prophets depends on the two commandments—to love God 
and neighbor.  Those who wish to possess the fullness of divine love, which 
is the price of the Kingdom, should also love being looked down on, being 
poor and hardworking and obedient—as do all the saints.  These are the 
inward and outward practices of love.  They make us like Jesus Christ and so 
bring us to God’s Kingdom and its joy. 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Love Bears All Trials Gladly 
A reflection from a narrative by St. Rose of Lima 
 

    Our Lord and Savior seemed to raise his voice and say with 
incomparable majesty: “Let everyone know that grace comes after 
tribulation.  Let all know that without the burden of affliction it is 
impossible to reach the height of divine grace.  Let all know that 
the gifts of grace increase as the struggles increase.  Let all take 
care not to be deceived: This is the only stairway to paradise.  
Without the cross no one can find the road which climbs to 
heaven!” 
     When I heard these words something powerful seemed to come 
over me and I imagined I was in the middle of a road and was 
saying in a loud voice to people of every age, sex and status: 
“Listen, people; hear me, nations!  I am advising you of the 
commandment of Christ in words that came from his own lips.  We 
can’t obtain grace unless we suffer afflictions.  We must pile up 
trouble upon trouble to attain a deep participation in the divine 
nature and in the glory of the children of God, and so perfect 
happiness. 
   The same power strongly urged me to proclaim the beauty of 
divine grace and love.  It seemed to weigh down on me.  My breath 
came slowly and I broke out in a sweat and began to pant.  I felt as 
if my soul could no longer be kept in my body but that it had burst 
out  and was all alone and going through the entire wide world 
with the message: 
   “If they would only learn how great a thing it is to possess divine 
grace, how beautiful and noble and precious it is!  If only all knew 
how many riches it hides within itself and how many joys and 
delights!  If they knew this without doubt they would dedicate 
themselves and all their care and concern to winning for 
themselves the gifts of pain and affliction!  All, throughout the 
entire world, would seek out trouble, infirmities and torments 
instead of good fortune.  If they would do this they would attain 
the unfathomable treasure that is grace. 
    “This is the final reward and the final reward of patience.  No 
one would complain about the cross or about troubles that may 
befall.  If you would come to know the comparative value of these 
things, and the love with which they are portioned out to us, you 
would only rejoice!  May we know the love of Christ, which 
surpasses all knowledge!” 



The Trials Grace Uses to Form Us in Christ 
A reflection developed from a sermon by Cardinal Newman 
 
    Our Lord characterized Bartholomew as guileless.  It is an innocence that 
opens one to the will of God and the working of God’s transforming love.  It is 
not only among the lowly that guilelessness is found; even in the courts of 
kings and in the schools of philosophy one finds people with a character like 
that of Bartholomew.  Yet all are still subject to the world’s blows, are often 
thwarted in their projects, and at times must live in much anxiety.  Indeed, it 
seems that their very innocence and honesty make them unprepared to face 
such things, yet by God’s grace they are never prevented from bearing the 
ultimate fruit because of that character. 
    Guileless persons are members of a society that is not wholly God’s.  If 
they seem to lack something of what “the world” values, they still possess a 
hidden strength and an unconscious wisdom that lifts them up.  They live 
“above” the world and sooner or later they triumph over it because of this. 
    The weapons of such a Christian’s warfare are not merely fleshly.  The 
trials that befall believers shape them inwardly to be messengers of God.  
Through trials they are made fit to become apostles of salvation, even though 
they seem only ordinary people. 
   Consider the blessedness of those who are truly innocent—those who have 
never given way to evil or formed in themselves habits of sin.  Such people, in 
consequence, literally do not know sin’s power to make us miserable.  Such 
people have thoughts of truth and peace and are able to tell the difference 
between right and wrong in conduct.  They have been formed as delicate 
instruments which tell the truth because they have never mistreated 
themselves. 
    Now consider those who have departed from God and God’s will but then 
have repented.  They have had to pass through many struggles to learn to 
love God.  Yet these have purified them and not just from sinful deeds but 
have purified the recollections that so often make sin seem attractive to one. 
    This comparison reveals how much more is required for living God’s love 
than the guilelessness and innocence praised by Jesus in Bartholomew.  
When Christ sent him into the world he warned him that he was being sent 
like a lamb into the midst of a wolf pack.  He would need to become as wise 
as a serpent but remain as harmless as a dove.  Innocence would have to be 
joined to prudence, discretion and self-control.  He would have to learn 
gravity of manner, patience and perseverance in well-doing.  Bartholomew 
learned all things, in time and by the grace of God.  But everything was built 
upon a foundation of innocence preserved or recovered. 
    Under our Lord’s teaching we too can learn all this, whether innocent or 
not.  We need to pray that God will fulfill in us all the good pleasure of his 
goodness and do the work of faith in power.  If it pleases God suddenly to 
bring us into great trials, as he did Bartholomew and the other apostles, let us 
not be taken by surprise but take advantage of the faith we have and the life 
we have led as a preparation for learning through trials.  It is a matter of 
learning to follow Jesus wherever he leads—even as confessor or martyr. 



Helping the Lord Gather His Chosen Ones 
A reflection developed from Against Heresies by St. Irenaeus 
 
    Recall the Lord’s words: “O Jerusalem, how often I have wanted to gather 
your children ... and you refused”.  God made us free with our own power of 
choice and our own soul to use in voluntary obedience to the divine will and 
without any compulsion.  God does not use force though God is always ready 
with good counsel.  So, on the one hand, God gives good counsel to all but, 
on the other hand, has given us this power of choice so that obedience may 
possess the good gift of freedom but preserve it by their own free choice.  
God, in goodness, has given all a good gift but some have taken no care of it 
as though it were worthless.  This is a way of despising God’s supreme 
goodness. 
    The apostle, Paul, speaks of this in his Letter to the Romans: “Do you 
despise God’s wealth of kindness and forbearance and patience, failing to 
see that God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance?  By your own 
hard and impenitent hearts you are storing up retribution for yourself in that 
day when God’s just judgment will be revealed. But there will be glory and 
honor for those who do good.” 
   God has implanted in us an inclination toward good and those who actually 
do good will receive glory and honor for doing good when they might not 
have done it.  If some people had been created naturally good and others 
naturally evil then the good would deserve no praise nor would the others be 
blamed.  But the fact is that all are endowed with the same nature and are 
capable of preserving what is good and acting accordingly but also capable 
of rejecting what is good and not doing it.  
    God not only gives us good counsel through the gift of our nature but 
provides us with friends who can lead us in the direction of all that is good.  
The prophets were sent to urge people to practice justice and do the good.  
Human carelessness leads us to forget what we are capable of doing and 
likewise to forget that we need the aid of good counsel to remember it and so 
do the good.  God in goodness has given us great good counsel through the 
prophets. 
    But God did not cease to help us when he ceased to send up prophets.  He 
sent us his Son and through the Son has sent us his Church and many 
faithful and God fearing brothers and sisters in faith.  The apostles were the 
first but God continues to send such messengers.  The truth is each of us has 
been sent to be good counselors to those of our faith-families.  We have the 
gift of strengthening one another in times of trail.  In doing this we ourselves 
are strengthened and counseled.  Let us thank God for this gift and pray that 
we will never forget our mission to one another.    

  
 
 
 
 
 



Growing in Faith Through Our Dead 
A reflection taken from a sermon by Fr. Karl Rahner 
 
    The dead we remember are people we loved and still love.   Because of our 
love we are with them still, and perhaps always will be.  Are they also with 
us?  For us this is a celebration of our love.  Do they join in the celebration 
too?  The dead are silent; no word from them reaches us and the gentle 
kindness of the lives we lived together no longer touches us.  How dead this 
makes them seem!  Do they want us to forget them the way we forget casual 
acquaintances met on a trip? 
    Yet we believe that those who depart this life in God’s love experience their 
lives as transformed into an endless, measureless, superabundant, eternal 
life!  How could it seem to us as though they never existed just because of 
this change? Is the inaccessible light of God into which they have entered so 
faint that it can’t penetrate the darkness in which we live?  Does even their 
love for us have to abandon us because they live with God in his love and 
light?  What does their silence mean?  Is it like the silence of God? 
    The fact is that God is silent, rather like the dead are.  Yet we celebrate 
feasts in honor of this silent God, so God’s love is certainly in us even though 
God seems so distant, and silent.  We love God, as we love our dead, and 
they too are silent and have entered into what is for us like a night.  What sort 
of response does God give to us when our hearts celebrate divine love and 
we ask for a sign of God’s love, and that God really exists?  The reason we 
can’t mourn the silence of the dead is because it is similar to God’s silence. 
   We are called to keep silent ourselves and meekly listen to this silence of 
God.  This enables us to begin to grasp, with a comprehension that exceeds 
our own power even to understand, why God and the dead are so silent.  It 
dawns on us that they are near precisely when we recall and pray for them. 
    God’s silence is a kind of boundless space which enables us to love in and 
through the reality we call faith, and it is a faith in God’s own love for us.  God 
has, so to speak, put on the veil of silence so that our love might uncover 
itself precisely as faith.  God seems to have forsaken us so that we might find 
God in this way.  If God’s presence were obvious, what would we discover if 
we sought to enter into that presence more deeply?  I think we would find 
only ourselves seeking!  But it is precisely ourselves we have to forsake if we 
are to find God where God really is as God. 
    God’s love is infinite and can dwell openly only in God’s own infinity.  But 
God wants to show us this infinite love, and so has hidden it in our finiteness 
in order to call out to us.  God hid it in Jesus, and many of our beloved dead.  
Our faith is only a dark road in the night between the deserted house of our 
life, with its tiny and dimly lit rooms, and the blinding light of eternal life.  
God’s silence in this world, and that of our dead, is just an earthly appearance 
that calls us to the eternal world of endless trust—in God’s love and so in that 
of our dead who are in God.  Their silence too calls for our trusting faith.  
Faith prepares us to join them, and we follow by calling others to faith. 
 
 



Praying for Those Who Lose God 
A reflection taken from The Confessions of St. Augustine 
 
   You, O my God, sent your help from above and rescued my soul from the 
depths of this world of darkness, and all because of my mother, your faithful 
servant, who wept to you for me with more tears over my spiritual death than 
most mothers shed because of the bodily death of a son.  In her faith, and in 
the Spirit which she received from you, she saw that I was dead.  You listened 
to her and you did not turn away from the tears that steamed from her eyes 
and watered the earth in every place where she prayed.  You heard her! 
    How else could one explain the dream with which you consoled her?  It 
enabled her to live in the same house with me and eat at the same table, 
though she had refused to do it out of loathing for my false beliefs.  She 
dreamed, she told me, that she was standing on a stool and coming toward 
her haloed in splendor she saw a young person who smiled at her in joy.  She 
was sad and eaten up with grief and he asked her the reason for her sorrow 
and her daily tears.  It was not that he didn’t know but because he had 
something to tell her.  She answered that the tears were because I had lost 
my soul.  Cheer up, he told her, because if you looked carefully you would 
see that where you are he is too.  And when she looked she saw me standing 
beside her on the same stool.  
   When she told me the dream I tried to interpret it as a message that she 
need not give up hope of someday being where I was.  At once she said, 
without hesitation, “No, he didn’t say “where he is you are” but “where you 
are he is”. I now declare to you, Lord, that I was much moved by the answer 
you gave me through my mother.  She was not disturbed by my interpretation 
of the dream, plausible thought it seemed, but quickly discerned the correct 
meaning.  I had not seen it until she spoke. 
    Where could this dream have come from unless it was you who listened to 
the prayer of my mother’s heart?  Your goodness is almighty.  You take good 
care of each of us, as if there were no others in your care.  You look after all 
as you look after each.  I was more deeply moved by her understanding than 
by the dream itself.  It foretold the joy for which this loving woman still had so 
long to wait.  It was a comfort to her in all her distress.  Actually, nearly nine 
years were to pass during which I wallowed deep in the mire and darkness of 
delusion.  I often tried to raise myself up, but only to plunge deeper into it. 
   This chaste, devout and prudent woman, a widow such as its close to your 
heart, never ceased to pray—at all hours and places—and to offer you the 
tears she shed for me.  The dream gave new spirit to her hope, but she gave 
no rest to her sighs and tears.  Those prayers reached into your presence, 
even while I went on writhing in the dark.     
 
 
 
 
 
  


