
TWENTY-SIXTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME 

………………………….………………………………… 
 

Sunday     Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Sept 25     Don’t Forget to Love Your Neighbor     
                     A reflection taken from a Gospel commentary by St. John 
                     Chrysostom   
 
 

Mon           Monday of the Twenty-Sixth Week in Ordinary Time  
26              Will God Treat Us as We Have Treated Others?  
                     A reflection developed from a text by Rev. Helmut Thielicke 
 
 

Tues         Memorial of St. Vincent de Paul 
27             Putting Charity First 
                    An Instruction by St. Vincent de Paul  
  
 

Wed         Memorial of the Dead 
28             Passing from Life to the Fullness of Life  
                   A reflection developed from a text of Origen’s Exhortation to 
                   Martyrdom        
 
 

Thurs       Feast of St. Michael & All Angels  
29             Ministering God’s Goodness  
                    A reflection developed from Oration 38 by St. Gregory Nazianzen       
 
 

Fri            Memorial of St. Jerome   
30            Proclaiming the Glory of the Lord  
                   A reflection developed from St. Jerome’s commentary on Ezekiel    
  
 

Sat          Memorial of St. Therese of the Child Jesus 
Oct. 1      What God Seeks  
                   An excerpt from a letter to her sister by St. Therese of the Child 
                   Jesus   
   
    

……..…..                 ………………            …………… 



Don’t Forget to Love Your Neighbor 
A reflection taken from a Gospel commentary by St. John Chrysostom 
 
   “During your life good things came your way, just as bad things come the 
way of Lazarus; now he is being comforted while you are in agony.”  In 
beginning to listen to this Gospel passage it is worth our while to ask why 
Dives (“Mr. Richie Rich”) saw Lazarus in “Abraham’s bosom”.  The reason is 
that Abraham was above all hospitable and to see him with Abraham reminded 
Dives of his own inhospitality. 
   Abraham ran after passers-by and dragged them to his tent, whereas Dives 
disregarded someone lying right at his doorway.  He had a great treasure 
within his reach and an opportunity to win salvation but ignored a wretched 
and sick man day after day.  He could have helped him but didn’t.  Abraham 
wasn’t like that but just the opposite, sitting at the door of his tent to catch all 
who passed by.  One who goes fishing with a net hauls up fish, but sometime 
gold and pearls as well. That is how Abraham, while catching people, also 
caught angels without knowing it. 
    The lesson is that our sins of omission can be our greatest sins.  St. Paul 
remembered this.  He warns us, “Remember to welcome strangers into your 
homes for some have entertained angels without knowing it by doing this”.  If 
Abraham had welcomed his guests with such great kindness because he knew 
who they were, he would have done nothing remarkable.  We praise him 
because without knowing who the passers-by were he took them in with such 
great good will and simply as human wayfarers. 
    Abraham let no opportunity for charity and hospitality slip by him.  This 
should be true of you and me too.  If we are eager to welcome a famous or 
distinguished person we do nothing special.  But we do something truly great 
and admirable when we welcome all, even outcasts and those of very humble 
condition in life.  “Whatever you do for one of these least poor people you do 
to me.”  Notice that Jesus added: “It isn’t your Heavenly Father’s will that one 
little one should perish.”  Throughout the Gospel Christ speaks very often of 
little people. 
    So Abraham, knowing God’s concern for the humble and powerless, didn’t 
ask travelers who they were or where they came from but sought only to show 
kindness.  We should do the same and supply the needs of those in need.  This 
is what Christ commanded when he said, “Imitate your Heavenly Father who 
makes the sun rise for the good and bad alike and sends rain for the just and 
the unjust.”  We must all be on the lookout for those who need some support 
or help.  This unlocks for us the gate of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 



Will God Treat Us as We Have Treated Others? 
A reflection developed from a text by Rev. Helmut Thielicke 
 
    “There was a rich man who dressed in purple and feasted magnificently 
every day, and at his gate lay a poor man, covered with sores.”  The mercy of 
God is boundless, but it is not offered without expectations.  We live by the 
grace of God and the merit of Christ but one day comes finality, period.  What if 
God then treats you as you have treated others?  How have you treated those 
who, like Lazarus, needed your help?  Have you ignored them?  Then, when 
they are in Abraham’s bosom, they will not be able to come and help you.  The 
hour of God’s mercy will pass and how will you be found when it does? 
    The merciless Rich Man is in hell and he feels something like love for his five 
brothers.  But he can’t do anything about it any longer.  The brothers carry on 
living as he did without reflecting that their eternal destiny is at stake.  It is a 
torment to have to imagine his brothers with him in hell.  But the dead can’t 
warn the living, though they could before they died.  We are like young people 
who won’t listen to their elders. 
    Do we ignore one another’s needs?  Am I one of the five brothers?  Do I 
imagine a messenger will come from the beyond and confirm what I read in 
Scripture?  The Rich Man was reminded that the Scriptures are there for his 
brothers, but how can he get them to pay attention to them and take what they 
say seriously?  He can’t, once he has died.  If one returned from the dead they 
would only think they were hallucinating.  Besides, God isn’t a shock therapist. 
God is one who loves you and waits patiently for the free gift of your heart. 
    So we can’t look for one to appear to us from the dead.  There will be no 
voice from heaven, or some kind of miracles to force us to believe.  We—you 
and I—have only the Word of God, that word made flesh and crucified. It is an 
almost nameless and quiet Word that came in one who was as poor and 
despised as any one of our brothers or sisters—like Lazarus. 
    In Jesus God truly wants to be our brother and sister, and that’s why there is 
no brass band to march before him and rivet our attention on his message.  He 
is one of the despised and ignored.  He wants to show us the despised and 
ignored, and those treated unjustly and deprived not only of rights but of even 
basic human respect.  Jesus calls us to love and help them.  What you do to 
the least noticed, you do to me.  And the hour when we will have to answer for 
what we have failed to do is coming and cannot be avoided.  How are you 
preparing? 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 



Putting Charity First 
An instruction by St. Vincent de Paul 
 
    The poor often seem rough and unrefined.  But who are we to judge from 
external appearances or in terms of mental gifts or whatever?  If you consider 
them to be persons in need and see them in the light of faith you will realize 
that you are dealing with the Son of God.  He chose to be poor, and in his 
passion we are told that he almost lost the appearance of a human being. He 
was thought a fool by Gentile and by Jews.  He mission, however, was like 
ours, to preach to the poor.  He says, The Heavenly Father sent me to preach 
the good news to the poor.  Should we have the same spirit Christ did?  
Shouldn’t we imitate Christ?  We must take care of the poor, console them, 
help them, and support their cause. 
    Christ willed to be born poor and chose for himself disciples who were poor. 
He made himself the servant of the poor and even shared their poverty.  He 
went so far as to say that he would consider every deed which either helps or 
harms the poor as to for or against himself.  You see how God loves the poor.  
God also loves those who love the poor.  When you hold another dear you also 
have a like affection for anyone who loves or serves the one you love. 
    We hope that God will love us for the sake of the poor whom we love.  So 
when we are with the poor and needy we try to understand them and where 
they come from, as we say.  We sympathize with them and do it so completely 
that we echo St. Paul’s words, “I have become all things for all”.  We must let 
ourselves be stirred by our neighbor’s worries and distress.  We must beg God 
to pour into our hearts feelings of pity and compassion and to do this again 
and again. 
    It is our duty to prefer the service of those in need to everything else.  We 
must offer help as quickly as possible.  If someone requires medicine, or 
whatever other form of help, during prayer time, then do not become upset or 
feel guilty if you interrupt your prayer to serve them.  God is not neglected but 
served if you leave such things to serve him in one in need.  One work of love 
for God is interrupted so another can be carried out.  When you leave prayer to 
serve one in need you are doing this for Christ.  He himself tells us so. 
   Charity is more important than any rule.  All rules must lead to and support 
charity.  We must do whatever charity commands.  So we must serve the needy 
with great devotion.  This holds especially for beggars and outcasts.  These 
people have been sent to us and we are to treat them as if they were our 
masters and patrons.  Then we truly serve Christ and God.  Never ignore 
another’s need.  If you do you ignore Christ.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



Passing from Life to the Fullness of Life 
A reflection developed from an exhortation by Origen 
 
    To pass from unbelief to faith is to pass from death to life.  So we should not 
be surprised that passing from this life to God is actually to pass from life’s 
beginnings to life’s fullness. Anyone who has not passed from death to life in 
faith is incapable of understanding those who have departed from what is 
death’s dark dwelling place to the glorious dwelling make of living stones and 
filled with the everlasting light of life’s fullness.  Jesus laid down his earthly life 
for us so that we too would lay down our lives for him and for one another. 
    The finest example of this is given us by the martyrs.  Scripture says that we 
should rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that they train us to endure with 
patience so that we may be pleasing to God.  What makes us pleasing to God?  
It is becoming like Christ, who laid down his life for others.  Being pleasing to 
God gives us reason to hope in a way that faith tells us will not be 
disappointed.  We only need to let the love of God for all be poured into our 
hearts in the Holy Spirit. 
   The more we share in Christ, and especially in his sufferings for others, the 
more we share, through Christ, in the consolation given by the Holy Spirit.  We 
should even be eager to do this, even if it means martyrdom.  Sharing more 
fully in these sufferings fits us to share more fully in Divine Life.  The fullness 
of life seems to be proportioned to the fullness of our sharing in Christ, and so 
in his sufferings.  This is why many long for the grace to be martyrs. 
   We think that in Christ the martyrs disarm the dark principalities and powers 
but it is actually the charity which inspires them that disarms the powers of 
darkness.  All those who have gone before us through death and into God’s 
Kingdom have been graced by this saving charity.  To share in Christ’s 
sufferings doesn’t save unless it is inspired and made actual by sharing in his 
love for God and for all. 
    What can more appropriately be called a day of salvation than the day in 
which we live Christ’s charity to the fullest extent made possible by God’s gift 
of charity?  Those who have gone before us received this gift.  What do we wait 
for?  Is it not for the Lord?  How does the Lord come?  He comes in love and 
we recognize this coming in the love we show to one another.  This is how we 
imitate those who have gone before us and who inspire us to follow Christ’s 
example, and theirs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ministering God’s Goodness 
A reflection developed from a text by St. Gregory of Nazianzen 
 

    God was not content to contemplate his infinite goodness but decided to 
multiply beings who might share and rejoice in it.  It was thus that God 
conceived the Heavenly and Angelic powers.  This was a work fulfilled by 
God’s Word and perfected by God’s Spirit.  Thus many secondary Splendors 
came into being to serve as ministers of the Infinite Splendor by ministering 
the sharing of God’s goodness by other creature. 
    Should I conceive them as intelligent spirits, or as Fire of an immaterial and 
incorruptible kind or as some other sort of nature approaching God’s being as 
nearly as a creature’s can?  I would like to think of them as incapable of 
tending toward evil.  After all they are close to God and illuminated with the 
goodness and knowledge radiating from God.  Yet I must stop short of this 
because of Lucifer, whom we call Satan.  Angels, like us, are not only drawn to 
God but were created to be always doing good and bringing good to others, as 
they continue to do for us.  Yet they can fail. 
    The angel whose splendor gave it the name “Lucifer”, “Light-Bearer”, made 
itself a minister of darkness, through pride.  Satan and the other fallen angels 
made themselves workers of evil by leading others to do works that are not in 
harmony with the divinely created order through which all things are sustained 
in goodness and brought to ever greater goodness. 
    God gave the angels faithful to him the task of aiding other creatures to draw 
closer and live in harmony with divine directives.  They show us how to imitate 
God’s goodness in works of love and service.  Creation is indeed admirable, 
fair and good in its every part.  All is harmony and union, with each part 
working smoothly with every other in a fair order.  It is our task to join with the 
angels to maintain and sustain this harmony, this union of creatures in mutual 
support and endless praise of God. 
   You may say: What has this to do with us?  Why are we celebrating today’s 
festival?  We are being reminded of why God created us and set us over the 
world which has been given us to live in.  God placed us first in paradise and 
gave us a law to live by.  Now God has become human and has come among us 
to lead us to obedience and life’s fullness.  It is for us to run to this Savior and 
follow him along the path that leads us back to God and life-giving obedience. 
    There is nothing God’s angels long for more than this.  There is no joy like 
theirs over every sinner who repents and returns to God.  That should be true 
for us as well.  We, like the angels who watch over and help us, should seek 
most of all to show forth God’s goodness and the joy it gives.  We do this for 
each other’s sake.  We honor the angels for the help they give us and because 
they seek to show us how to imitate the Love of God shown forth in Jesus 
Christ.      
 
 
 
 



Proclaiming the Glory of the Lord 
A reflection developed from St. Jerome’s commentary on Ezekiel 
 

    “I heard someone speaking to me from within the Temple”.  Ezekiel could 
only have been hearing the Lord.  “Son of Man this is the place of my throne, 
the place where I set my feet, and where I shall dwell among my people 
forever”.  As God once dwelt in the Jerusalem Temple, so God now dwells in 
the Church, as in the midst of a People drawn together by their common 
recognition of the One Lord who is Christ.  And God has promised to dwell in 
and among us forever!  The Psalmist adds, “God’s dwelling place shall be 
peace”, the peace that surpasses all understanding! 
    In Christ “the earth shone with God’s glory”.  It is glory made known by the 
preaching of Christ, first by the apostles and then by all who live in imitation of 
Christ.  We are to make visible this glory.  It is through our words and deeds 
this glory is seen to the utmost bounds of the world.  For Ezekiel God’s voice 
was like the sound of raging waters or like the voices of the many peoples 
throughout the world and its history who proclaim by their lives the glorious 
salvation given us by Christ.  We make really present the mystery of God’s 
redeeming love.  To the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit we all sing and 
will ever sing, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God of hosts; heaven & earth are 
full of God’s glory!” 
   Do you think that your life is too quiet to serve as a trumpet proclaiming the 
glory of God?  God, Ezekiel said prophetically, enters by the “east gate”, the 
gate of mercy.  The trumpet that proclaims God unforgettably is that of mercy 
shown forth in deeds of supporting love. 
    It seemed to Ezekiel that God’s People lived under wrath and punishment.  
But he proclaimed that the Lord was coming again to them and coming in 
mercy.  The Lord has come to that temple made of living stones which is God’s 
Church.  “The spirit of the Lord lifted me up and brought me into the outer 
court of the Temple and behold, the Lord’s House was filled with glory!”  It is a 
glory that dwells in this House, one that abides there never to depart as it did of 
old. 
    How is that possible?  Because the Temple of the Lord is Christ and Christ 
abides always in the Church, and we are members of the Body that is that 
Church.  So the glory of the Lord, the merciful glory of the Lord, will show itself 
through us forever.  But that means it is showing itself now.  You already are 
dwellings of the Holy Spirit and so proclamations of God’s merciful love. That 
is the meaning of all you say and do every day.  By God’s mercy it is something 
much greater than you could cause.  Through you God’s works the miracles of 
his loving mercy for all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

What God Seeks 
An extract from a letter of St. Therese of the Child Jesus 
 
    My dear sister, do not believe that I swim in consolations. Oh no, my 
consolation is not to have consolation upon earth.  Without showing himself or 
making his voice heard Jesus has taught me a secret.  But it is not in books, 
for I often don’t understand what I read.  I understand things like the end of a 
prayer I read after remaining in the silence of dryness: Here is the master I give 
you, he will teach you all you should do; I will make you learn from the book of 
life, which contains the science of love. The science of love! How sweet the 
words sound. 
    All I want is that science!  For it I have given all my wealth and I think, like the 
spouse in the Song of Solomon, that I have given nothing.  I understand so well 
that only love can make us pleasing to our Good God.  This love is the only 
good that I aspire to.  Jesus was pleased to show me the path that leads to this 
Divine furnace.  It is the abandonment with which a little child sleeps without 
fear in the arms of its father.  If one is completely little, let such a one come to 
me, says the Holy Spirit.  To the little mercy is shown. 
    The Psalm says, “I have no need of goats from your herds, for all the beasts 
of the forests are mine”.  Here then is all that Jesus asks of us.  He has no need 
of our works but only of our love.  This same God declared “I have no need of 
hearing that you are hungry, and don’t fear to beg water as from the Samaritan 
woman if you are thirsty.  It is the love of his poor creature that the Creator of 
the Universe asks.  He is thirsty for love. 
    Freely given love is the one thing that God cannot make for himself but must 
receive as a gift.  Jesus seeks hearts which will give themselves to him without 
reserve and who understand all the tenderness of his Infinite Love.  
   The prophet Isaiah cried out: “The Lord will lead his sheep to pasture and will 
gather his lambs!”  And if all these promises were not enough this prophet 
cries out: “As a mother caresses her child so I will console you, I will carry you 
on my breast and I will fondle you on my knees”.  Oh dear Marianne, after 
hearing such talk one can only be silent and shed tears of thankfulness for 
such love. 
    If only all the weak and imperfect could feel what the smallest of all feels—
what I feel—no one would despair of reaching the summit of the mountain of 
love.  Jesus doesn’t ask great works of us but thankful abandonment of self.  
Offer to God this sacrifice of praise and thankfulness.  That is enough.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


