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What Stewardship Means for Christians 
A reflection developed from a text by Sr. Dianne Bergant 
 
    The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it.  The psalms repeat this 
message over and over again.  If we take that seriously then nothing that 
we “own” is our own.  It is God’s and we are using it as God’s stewards.  
What is more, all people are God’s children and God has given his 
stewards the task of caring for those who are in any way “in need”—
spiritually as well as physically or psychologically.  But we so often fail in 
being responsible covenant stewards.  We forget that we have only been 
given all the goods we use in order to help our brothers and sisters (those 
who are with us God’s children).  How can one please God if he won’t take 
care of God’s children? 
    Israel knew the Land it had been given was the Lord’s.  That is why there 
was a tithe on all that was made using it.  Israel was God’s covenant 
sharecropper and God generously demanded only ten percent on the 
property entrusted to us.  That puts earnings and care for the environment 
in a new light.  We haven’t primary property rights to anything because all 
is God’s.   We are stewards managing his property so as to care for 
children.  Is that your intention when you get up every morning? Is that 
what you pray about?  If not then Amos has preached to you and verbally 
skinned you alive.  If not then the dishonest steward Jesus describes is 
“Me”.  Caring first for me is being a dishonest steward and not really 
thinking clearly. 
    If we say, “I am God’s and love God with all my heart and mind and 
strength”, but don’t think constantly about best ways help God’s children 
we are dishonest and stupid stewards.   Jesus tells us those who do all for 
themselves often think very carefully about how to get as much as 
possible. Those who claim to want God but don’t think carefully about how 
are being dishonest about what they care for. 
    Does being confronted by Amos and Jesus frighten us?  We need to take 
the advice given to Timothy and turn to prayer.  We need to pray that we 
will find a way to actually use everything we do as a way to seek and serve 
God.  If you don’t then you are not only a dishonest steward but one who 
can’t see the means to the end you seek—if you seek God.  The dishonest 
steward of Jesus’ parable knew clearly what he wanted—security and 
comfort for himself and his family.  He did whatever it took to get that.  That 
is how we are supposed to be—except that we are supposed to be seeking 
God’s will and way.  But that means we are going to leave no stone 
unturned looking for ways to practically help God’s children.  That is our 
task today. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Who Understands the Stewardship of Love? 
A reflection developed from a text by Fr. Karl Rahner 
 
    “Jesus said to his disciples, A rich person had a steward that was 
denounced to him for misusing his property.”  Our life is a series of ups 
and downs.  Now we are happy and then unhappy, first we are satisfied and 
then disappointed, now grateful and then wounded that we haven’t all we 
want.  But are we prudent?  The steward in the Gospel this Sunday was 
dishonest but very prudent.  Indeed, maybe our ups and downs are like 
those of that steward.  But do we have the faith and the stout heart, the 
humble and docile mind to see in the most contrasting fortunes and 
misfortunes a chance to bring forth fruit for eternity by showing our love 
for God. 
   Before we know it it will happen God changes our fortune or our 
circumstances.  Are we both patient and courageous and prepared to 
perceive God’s call and work for us in the new situations he sends us into?  
We need loving and uninhibited prudence!  What we need to do is accept 
each new thing as God’s will and bend all our will to getting on with God’s 
work.  If you are not as prudent as the steward in the parable of Jesus then 
you should be!  If your heart is really kept open and ready for God, 
anything that may happen can be accepted as a grace and a blessing. 
   Of course, this means we need hearts that are humble, listen well and 
know how to obey even if the directions are not clear and definite.  We are 
not slaves, Jesus has told us, so we know what our Lord is about.  We 
know he is about loving.  So why not ask God for the gifts we need to be 
good stewards?  Can’t we pray instead of complaining?  Perhaps the 
problem is that somewhere in every person’s life there is an unhealed 
wound.  It is because of this that we do not have heavenly prudence.  Look 
a bit more closely at your life.  We can be healed of the wounds we find 
only if we are prudent enough in regard to God’s grace to acknowledge our 
wounds and let God heal them. 
    God has told us: Be loving and courageous and compassionate.  If you 
can’t, now and again, you need healing. Begin to pray for it today.  Begin 
by looking more closely at your lives, their situations in the past, the 
relation-ships that have shaped us, the burdens we have had to carry and 
all that we have had to cope with.  These too are actually words of grace 
from God.  They were given us as opportunities to love as God loves.  They 
are lessons in love.  We are called to be stewards of divine love.  We begin 
by learning how to be stewards of God’s love in our own regard.  We were 
first called to love others as we love ourselves.  We were then called to love 
ourselves as Jesus has loved us.  That is what we are to show forth in our 
living and doing.  
 
 



   
 
 
 

God’s Most Precious Gift is the Grace of Faith 
From a letter by St. Andrew Kim Taegon 
 
    For fifty or sixty years, since the Church came to Korea, believers have 
suffered persecution.  It still rages and many of our friends in the 
household of faith are in prison, myself among them.  We experience great 
distress but we are one body and naturally our hearts grieve for those who 
suffer.  Even the human ties that bind us make us feel deeply the pain of 
separation.  But Scripture tell us that God numbers the hairs of our heads 
and cares for us with an all-embracing Providence.  Persecution is only a 
command of the Lord, whether as a prize or a punishment.  We must think 
again and again that God rules over all things from the beginning. 
    So too we must reflect on the purpose for which God chose and created 
us in his own image.  If we didn’t recognize the Lord, there wouldn’t be any 
benefit in being born or existing.  By God’s grace we come into the world, 
receive baptism, belong to the Church, and are honored with the name of 
‘Christian’.   What good would all this do if we were Christian only in word.  
We would even have betrayed God and God’s grace. 
    A farmer cultivates a rice field by preparing the soil, fertilizing it, then 
cultivating the young plants; a good rice farmer never counts the cost of all 
this but goes on working until the sun has nurtured the seeds and the field 
yields an abundant harvest.  Then the labors are forgotten!  Then there is 
only exultation. But this is only if the harvest is abundant.  If it is sparse 
and there is nothing but straw the farmer turns away from the field in 
disgust—the greater in proportion to how hard the work was.   
   The Lord is like a farmer and we like a crop of rice.  God fertilizes us with 
grace.  By the mystery of the incarnation and redemption God irrigates the 
crop, even with Jesus’ blood.  He wants us so badly to reach maturity.  
When he was in this world our Lord Jesus bore countless sorrows and by 
his passion and by his own death founded the Church. Now it is given 
increase through the sufferings of the faithful. Nothing will ever bring down 
the Church.  The Lord Jesus makes his Church grow even in the midst of 
trials and persecutions.  
    Hold fast to the grace of God.  Fight the good fight with all your heart.  
Jesus is our leader.  He has conquered and you can too.  Do not fail in your 
love for one another.  Support one another and help one another stand firm 
until the Lord delivers us from our trials.  By remaining steadfast in faith we 
reach heaven, where we will rejoice forever.  I embrace all of you in love.  
Be good stewards of God’s love, and so of God’s grace. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Opening the Door of our Heart 
A reflection taken from a homily by the Venerable Bede 
 

    “Jesus saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax office and said to 
him: Follow me!”  He didn’t see Matthew simply in the ordinary way but 
with his eyes of mercy.  So he not only saw a tax collector but in mercy 
chose him.   To follow Jesus is to imitate his pattern of life.  St. John’s 
Gospel tells us:   
“Whoever abides in Christ ought to live in the same way Christ lived.” 
So “Matthew got up and followed Jesus.”  Don’t be surprised that a tax 
collector abandoned earthly wealth as soon as the Lord commanded it.  
What should amaze us is that he abandoned his quest for wealth by joining 
a group whose leader had no wealth that Matthew could see. 
    The Lord summoned Matthew by an interior, invisible flood of grace that 
filled his mind with a new kind of light.  By it the Lord began to instruct 
Matthew and lead him toward the imperishable treasure found only in 
heaven.  Listen to what followed.  “As Jesus sat at table in Matthew’s 
house, many tax collectors and sinners came and sat with him and his 
disciples.”  One tax collector’s conversion showed repentance and turning 
to God to many in that profession, as well as other “sinners”.  Why?  It 
wasn’t just an example of repentance but an example of generous pardon. 
    This is a kind of anticipation of Matthew’s future as an apostle and 
teacher of nations.  No sooner was he converted than Matthew drew a 
whole crowd of sinners to the same path of salvation.  He began his 
assigned duties while he was still taking his own first steps in faith.  As he 
went on fulfilling this call he grew in merit.  For he not only gave a banquet 
for the Lord in his home but gave him an even more wonderful, and 
pleasing, banquet in his heart. 
    We see here the path to a deeper understanding of the celebration 
Matthew held in his home.  The real banquet was faith and love given to 
Jesus.  This matches the words Jesus spoke on another occasion: “Look, I 
stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears my voice and opens the door I 
will come in and we will eat with him and he will eat with me.”  On hearing 
Christ’s voice we must open the door to receive him. 
    We do this when we freely assent to his promptings and dedicate 
ourselves to doing what needs to be done.  Christ dwells in the hearts of 
those who are chosen through the grace of his love.  Christ enters so that 
he may eat with us, which enables us to eat with him. He refreshes us by 
his very presence, and more and more as we make progress in devotion 
and in longing for the things of Heaven.  This is the banquet in which Jesus 
delights.  We can give him such a feast each day and, like Matthew, that 
banquet will enable us to draw others to Jesus as well.  
 
 
 
 



 
 

The Call to Share God’s Gifts 
A reflection developed from a sermon by St. Gaudentius of Brescia 
 
    “You cannot be a slave of God and of money at the same time.”  The 
Lord Jesus, the true teacher of the precepts that lead to salvation, urged 
the apostles, and so urges us, to fulfill the duty of sharing God’s gifts.  He 
did this by parables like that of the dishonest steward so we would realize 
that nothing simply belongs to us but is property entrusted to us by God.  
We use what we need while giving thanks, and share the rest with our 
fellow servants of God according to each one’s need.  When the Lord 
comes again we will have to give an account of how we have done this.  We 
must, in Jesus’ words, use worldly wealth to make friends with the poor, so 
that they will welcome us into eternal dwellings. 
   The very people you have shared God’s goods with will assure your own 
salvation.  Christ himself declares that whatever we do to the least of his 
brothers and sisters we do to him.  He is the recipient of the mercy we 
show them.  So they welcome us to God’s Kingdom; they were refreshed 
by the fruit of our faith and obedience. 
    Those who exercise such a ministry of love are received into the eternal 
dwellings of the Kingdom of Heaven.  “Come, blessed of my Father, take 
possession of the Kingdom prepared for you from the beginning of the 
world; for I was hungry and you fed me, thirsty and you gave me a drink.” 
But what of those who have been untrustworthy in administering worldly 
wealth?  Who will trust them with true wealth? 
    If one can’t be trusted to administer worldly possessions, things that 
aren’t one’s own, but uses them in all kinds of wrong doing, who would 
dream of trusting such a person with heavenly riches?  These are reserved 
for those who have been faithful in sharing with the poor and with those 
who have any sort of need.  Listen to the Lord: “If you can’t be trusted to 
rightly care for another’s property, who would trust you to use your own 
rightly?” 
    Since we hope for a future reward we are told to live in this world as 
pilgrims and strangers, seeking the path to our true home.  Where our heart 
is that is where we think our treasure lies.  What do you long for intensely?  
Do you long to be where you faith tells you the Lord is?  Do you believe 
your homeland is in Heaven?  That is how you are to live each day—with 
the eyes of your heart fixed on Jesus and the Kingdom of the Heavenly 
Father.  That is what enables you to carry out your duties of stewardship of 
God’s property rightly and according to God’s command.  That is what 
makes you like Jesus.  To be like Jesus is to be saved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Turn to God in Trust No Matter What Happens 
A prayer composed by Padre Pio for times of darkness 
 
    “My God, what has my life been like these days in your eyes?  The 
greatest darkness has crushed me—all of me.  And again, what will my 
future be?  I don’t know anything—anything at all.  In the meantime I will 
not cease to raise my hands toward the holy place, toward your tabernacle, 
even during the night.  And I will always bless you as long as I have a 
breath of life in me. 
    “I beg you, O my Good God, to be my life, my ship, my port.  You have 
made me climb onto the cross of your Son, and I try to adapt myself to it as 
best I can.  I am convinced that I will never come down from it.  I will never 
again find peace from it.  I am convinced that it is necessary to speak to 
you through thunder and through turbulence.  It is necessary to see you in 
the thorn bush, among the fire of the thorns. But to do all this I see that I 
must take off my shoes and renounce my own will and my own affections 
entirely. 
    “I am willing to do anything.  But will you let yourself be seen one day on 
Mount Tabor?  At the holy sunset?  Will I have the strength, without ever 
getting tired, to ascend to the Heavenly vision of my Savior?  I feel that the 
ground I walk on is giving way under my feet.  Who will strengthen my 
steps?  Who if not You!? 
    “You are the support of my weakness.  Have mercy on me, O God, have 
mercy on me!  Do not let me feel only my weakness again.  Let your gift of 
faith illumine my mind once again.  Let your charity warm my heart, broken 
by the pain of knowing I have offended you, and knowing all this in this 
time of trial!  My God, how acute is this atrocious thought that never leaves 
me.  My God, my God, do not make me suffer for you anymore!  I can’t 
stand it anymore!” 
    A commentator on this prayer continued by noting that Padre Pio never 
gave up or turned back from his suffering and that he found God gave him 
the strength he needed in spite of his feelings of doubt and abandonment.  
No matter the difficulty or pain he saw it as a way to help others.   This was 
shown in his special concern for those in purgatory; he prayed for them 
continually.  He used his pain to push him to pray for those who suffered 
because they could not yet come fully into God’s presence.  When he did 
not talk of the wonders of heaven he spoke of the need to pray for those 
who long to see God but as yet cannot.  We can always pray.  If we can 
pray we can do charity for others.  That was his message.  It is always 
possible to love and do charity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Accepting the Gift of a Virginal Mind 
A reflection from The Reed of God by Caryl Houselander 
 
    The process of contemplation is a kind of imitation of Our Lady.  It can 
begin with the prayer to be given a “virginal mind”.  That means becoming 
willing to go through an emptying process over and over again. One has to 
do this in order to enter into contemplation just as farmers have to plow the 
earth whenever they want a new crop.  We prepare a field for God’s seed. 
    At the beginning of the life of contemplation each individual has to 
discard deliberately all the trifling and unnecessary things, all the blocks 
and congestions within one.  It is not a matter of discarding all one’s 
interests for ever but of stopping and being still and praying for courage so 
that one can visualize one’s life without all the “extras”—all the escapes 
and interests other than love for God.  We must see ourselves as if we had 
just come from God’s hand and as yet gathered nothing to ourselves but 
sought only to discover the shape of “virginal emptiness” in our own being 
and life.  We need to remember that every second of survival means we are 
constantly coming new from God.  It requires no more than the miracle we 
never notice to restore to us a “virgin heart”, and to do it at any moment we 
choose. 
    Our effort will consist in sifting and sorting out everything that isn’t 
essential so we can discover the shape that emptiness has within us. That 
is the starting point for learning what God intends for us.  How are we to 
fulfill the work of giving Christ new life within us?  Are we reed pipes?  Is 
God waiting to live lyrically through us?  Are we chalices?  Does God ask 
to be sacrificed in us?  Are we nests?  Does God desire of us a warm and 
sweet abiding in a domestic life?  These are possible forms of spiritual 
virginity.  Each person has to find a unique form of this “virginity”. 
    The purpose for which we humans are made is stated briefly in the 
catechism.  We are to know and love and serve God and be happy with God 
for ever.  This knowing, loving and serving is intimate.  God has found 
human nature—blood and flesh and bone—apt for the Divine Will.  There 
are many who cultivate a curious state which they call “spiritual life” and 
they often complain that they have so little time to devote to this “spiritual 
life”.  The only time they think is not wasted is that spent praying, reading, 
meditating and visiting the church.  The time spent in making a living, 
cleaning the house, caring for others and all the manifold duties and 
responsibilities of life is seen as wasted. Yet these are the very things 
though which God has chosen to bring us to union with Him.  That is part 
of what we learn from the Virgin Mary.  That is all she did.  Is anyone closer 
to Jesus, and with Him, to God the Heavenly Father? 
 
 
 
 


