
THIRTY-FIRST WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME 

………………………….………………………………… 
 

Sunday   Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Oct. 30    The Recreation of our World     
                   A reflection taken from a text by Fr. Carroll Stuhlmueller   
 
 

Mon         Monday of the Thirty-First Week in Ordinary Time  
31            Hospitality and Salvation  
                   A reflection developed from a text by Sr. Dianne Bergant   

 
 
Tues        The Solemnity of All Saints 

Nov. 1      Why Are We Saints?  
                   A reflection developed from a sermon by St. Athanasius of Sinai  
 
  

Wed        Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed 
2              Facing the True Depths of God’s Love  
                  A reflection developed from a sermon of St. Odilo of Cluny     
 
 

Thurs      Memorial of St. Martin de Porres 
3              Seeing the Truth of God in All Things  
                   A reflection developed from a text by Joseph Iraburu   
 
 

Fri           Memorial of St. Charles Borromeo  
4             One Who is a Light is a Pastor 
                  A reflection developed from a treatise by St. Cromatius   
 
    

Sat          Memorial of Our Lady 
5             God’s Love and Mary and Us    
                  A reflection taken from a text by Caryll Houselander     
   
    

……..…..                 ………………            …………… 

 
 



The Recreation of Our World 
A reflection taken from a text by Fr. Carroll Stuhlmueller 
 

    The first reading of today’s Eucharist reminds us that God creates all things 
good.  So where do all the bad things come from?  From our failure or refusal to 
care for others and our earth as God does!   Would anything exist if God didn’t 
create it?  And creation is not the last word. 
    The context of today’s second reading is a reminder by St. Paul that God is 
going to make the world so much better that it will seem a new creation, and that 
we are called to be co-recreators with our God.  We can’t just sit back and wait for 
God to do it; we must cooperate in the transforming our world.  What is asked of 
us?  Watch Jesus! 
    “Zacchaeus, I have to stay with you today.”  Notice the phrase, “I have to”.  It 
always means that Jesus is doing what he does because he sees it as God’s will.  
God, who creates Zacchaeus, wants Jesus to be with him for an entire day!  God 
wants to re-create Zacchaeus!  He was a tax collector, one who collected more 
tax money than he was authorized to and so treated others only as a means to his 
personal profit and aggrandizement.  Now he is remade so as to care for others.  
He will not only be honest in tax collecting but will repay anyone he has taken 
advantage of, and repay them four times what he got wrongly.  He will treat the 
poor with the same care he shows for himself. 
    Who are the “tax collectors” in your life and to who are you a tax collector?  
What difference would it make if Jesus spent a day with you?  Creation is wholly 
good.  We keep it good by using it rightly.  That starts with love and mercy like 
Jesus showed Zacchaeus.  Most of his fellow citizens rejected and avoided him, 
because he turned good into bad for them.  Now he begins to do the opposite.  He 
cares for them because Jesus cared for him!  Jesus put his reputation on the line 
for the sake of Zacchaeus and his response is to put everything he has worked so 
hard to get on the line for the sake of Jesus. 
    Remember: Jesus is God-with-Us, Emmanuel! Jesus wants to live with us—not 
just for a day but always.  God wants to live with, even in, us all our days.  What is 
true for us is true for others.  But we can make this happen by acting with God in 
show the compassionate love that Jesus shows.  If we turn away from this we act 
as though Jesus weren’t in and with us.  So everything is on the line for each of 
us when we encounter people whom we ordinarily turn away from or try to ignore, 
or who do that to us.  We “have to” care for them.  Likely it will free them to care 
for us.  We do it because it is God’s will, and God’s way, to recreate us and them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hospitality and Salvation 
A reflection developed from a text by Sr. Dianne Bergant 
 

    Salvation is like good hospitality.  Jesus pictures some bridesmaids who 
thought only of themselves as knocking on heaven’s door and being refused 
hospitality.  To extend hospitality is to open not just your home but your life and 
self to another.  If an ancient traveler didn’t have a friend, or know a friend of a 
friend, in a town he had to camp out in the town square.  The story of Lot and the 
two angels shows what bad things could happen to people spending the night in 
the town square.  We are all travelers dependent on others’ welcoming us, 
sharing with us and caring for us.  Otherwise we are street people, at the mercy of 
those who only use others. 
    So our relations with each other are like those of a guest to a host.  We have to 
show respect and sensitivity.  Imagine yourself the guest of a family that doesn’t 
share your culture.  Think of how careful you must be simply because you don’t 
know what is “proper” according to the norms that family lives by.  This example 
reminds us that we need to treat each other with like delicacy and respect.  We 
don’t know what is within others and so we don’t know what will offend or help 
them. 
    We do know that we need to treat others with care and respect and be honest 
about our ignorance of what is going on in their hearts and minds.  Jesus, and in 
Jesus our God, has invited himself to come into our inner home.  Do we want and 
welcome him?  Are we sensitive to the values God lives by?  Are we honest with 
him about what we feel and hope for and fear?  Do we really let him into our 
inmost hearts?  Do we actually share ourselves with him, and want him to share 
his with us?  That is the kind of hospitality God asks of us, as once he asked it of 
a tax collector named Zacchaeus. 
    The point is to teach us a new way of opening ourselves to others and so to 
God as well.  God offers to remake our inmost hearts so they are like Jesus’ 
heart.  We know this change is happening when we find ourselves treating others 
in the way Jesus did.  Without learning this kind of hospitality we are lost! 
    When Zacchaeus accepted Jesus he accepted salvation and then found himself 
acting in new ways.  When the bridesmaids without foresight came to the 
wedding and found the door locked they realized that by not thinking carefully 
about what they had to do to be good bridesmaids they had lost the welcoming 
hospitality that admitted others to joy.  This is an earthly analogue to salvation.  
We, unlike them but like Zacchaeus, still have time to learn from Jesus.  Don’t 
waste today’s opportunity.       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Why Are We Saints? 
A reflection developed from a sermon by St. Athanasius of Sinai 
 
    Why are we so eager to take part in today’s solemn assembly?  It is because 
our brothers and sisters, who have been called away from us and to Christ and 
glory, summon us.  They live a song of praise to God and Christ and so they 
summon us to come and sing songs of praise with them.  We praise our God and 
we praise him for them.  While on earth they inspired others to glorify God and 
now the thought of their praise in glory provides a spiritual meal that draws us 
toward them.  They place before us the wine they drank, that of compunction and 
of consolation.  What they experience we are called to share with them in the 
eternal and unapproachable light. 
    The saints already with Christ draw the saints among us into God and glory.  
They were once with us and have departed to an everlasting homeland.  It is also 
ours.  They have passed from a life which could so easily be changed and 
corrupted to one which is incorruptible and can never be marred or lost.  They 
exchanged a temporary dwelling for the Heavenly Jerusalem; a life of worries for 
one with no worry at all.  They teach us that even when we seem to be wandering 
on the earth we are in reality beginning to be where our minds are, with God. 
    These holy ones show us how to live on earth as citizens of Heaven.  They 
were poor in spirit, just insofar as they thirsted for holiness and sorrowed from 
their separation from God.  That is a summons to us. They were lowly because 
they sought only God and knew their own weakness.  That too reminds us of the 
truth about ourselves. 
    They sought to draw others into the peace that comes only from a right 
relationship to Our God.  As we seek to imitate we enter into that very 
relationship.  They cultivated all these forms of blessedness and in doing so were 
made blessed by God’s mercy and grace.  Born into this world, by striving to be 
holy ones they gradually became strangers to everything that is not God or an 
opportunity to love God.  They learned to pray that their hearts might be fixed 
wholly in God and on the things of God.  It is in this spirit that they showed us 
what to care for first of all.  With God they contemplate what they sought while 
with us and in God they attain more than they sought.  Just striving prepared 
them to enter into the heavenly bridal chamber.  Precious in the eyes of the Lord 
is the death of his holy ones.  The Lord comes; let us prepare to join them!  Give 
us the purity of heart which shows us who God truly is through showing love and 
mercy with Jesus.  In living with Him day by day we come to know God more and 
more fully. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Facing the True Depths of God’s Love 
A reflection developed from a text of St. Odilo of Cluny 
 

   Christians are absolutely certain of the truth of God’s promise that the dead will 
rise again.  The Lord himself graciously demonstrated this truth by his own rising 
from the dead.  He rose so that Christians will never doubt that they shall rise.  
God is truth and the truth cannot lie about any promise given us.  But what is that 
promise—not just what we now understand but the whole intent of God? 
   The word death refers to more than one reality, as does the word resurrection.  
The Book of Revelation speaks of a first and second death and so, by implication, 
of a first and second rising.  To die is to lose our earthly life but also to lose the 
life we have in God.  Likewise, to rise means being given a new and everlasting 
life after our earthly life is over and then being given the full enjoyment of union 
with God in glory.  To lose the life of glory is what Scripture calls “second death”. 
    Every form of life and death is a gift from God.  Our birth into this world was 
God’s gift, as was our second birth into the redeemed life we were given in Christ, 
and as will be our re-birth into the life of Heaven.  Why are there many births and 
deaths?  Because we only gradually learn to give all that we have received to 
God.  It is because we only gradually learn to love rightly God’s gifts, including 
the gift of oneself. 
    Today’s celebration is a call to accept God’s love for us as undying and wholly 
sufficient for the fulfillment of all our needs and longings. God loves us so much 
and so unendingly!  God never stops giving us more and more of the gift of life, 
and teaching us to know we are loved always and utterly.  We have all passed 
through several births and rebirths, and several deaths, but we have not yet been 
convinced.  We know this because we do not yet have absolute loving trust in 
God as to see that we need never sin to find a real good. 
    The immortal and righteous Son of God came and took mortal flesh from us in 
order to die and so show us death is only a path to richer love for and from God 
our Heavenly Father.  He bore all sorts of sufferings and showed us that these too 
are paths to deeper trust and love.  Christ continues this merciful work.  He gives 
us opportunities to deepen our faith and to love with his own charity and so 
devote our-selves to every sort of work of mercy and goodness.  Now that we 
have been restored to divine life by the gift of faith let us live uprightly so that we 
may continually rise to even richer life in God.   This is how death is swallowed 
up in victory.  That is the final gift of our Savior. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Seeing the Truth of God in All Things 
A reflection developed from a text by Joseph Iraburu 
 

    What most people remembered about Martin de Porres was humility.  He was 
mulato (a “black” in U.S. categories) and so despised and often insulted, even by 
other Dominicans.  When angry they called him “mulato dog” or “mulato trash”.  
A combination of racism and anti-Semitism was dominant in the culture of his 
place and time.  But he insisted on re-interpreting insults so as to focus attention 
on the truth that we are nothing apart from God and of ourselves can do nothing 
good.  We depend wholly on God’s grace.  This transformed untruths into truths.  
It was a matter of viewing everything in terms of our relationship with God in 
Christ.  He simply refocused attention and so corrected the insults without saying 
it out loud.  
    He had only two years of formal education but had been apprenticed to a 
“barber”, not only shaving people (as Martin shaved the tonsures of the roughly 
300 Dominicans living in his monastery) but caring for them when they were ill.  
He came to be in charge of the monastery infirmary where he used prayer as 
much as a genuine concern and herbal remedies.  He permeated all he did with 
prayer and a habit of seeing everything as a way of serving and loving God. 
    He himself was often sick, and probably suffered from malaria, but when sent 
to a country estate owned by his monastery, instead of resting he used the time 
to teach catechism and provide medical care to the poor who did the work of the 
estate.  All this was filled with constant talk of God and of Jesus, teaching the 
practice of the presence of God.   He had a firm grasp on principles.  When 
accused of  disobedience for bringing a homeless sick person into his cell to care 
for him he replied that he had not sinned because charity was the greatest 
commandment and more important than obedience. 
    Martin seemed not to do anything unless it had to do with God and the loving 
mercy God commands.  He was always showing compassion and mercy to the 
poor, sacrificing himself to help them.  He thought of himself as one of them and 
as undeserving of anything special.  He turned everything he did or was given 
into an opportunity to help those who had nothing and could not help 
themselves.  Thus he prayed continually, never ceased doing charity and 
showing mercy and compassion, and brought it about that what he said always 
revealed a way of seeing God’s presence in what he was doing or what was 
happening around him.  In God’s grace we can do the same. 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



One who is a Light is a Pastor 
A reflection from a treatise by St. Cromatius 
 
   “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.”  The Lord 
called his disciples, all of them, to be salt for the earth; they were to season with 
heavenly wisdom the hearts of all who saw and heard them.  This is a call to be 
light for the world.  It is ours because we have been enlightened by the true and 
everlasting light.  We are to become lights for others.  That is the heart of being a 
good shepherd. 
    Christ is the “sun of justice”.  So it is right that he call us lights for the world.  
He has poured into us the lights of truth and loving mercy.  In us the truth about 
Him is seen—if our deeds show mercy and love.  It is in this way that we are to 
dispel the darkness of the unredeemed world and the errors filling unredeemed 
minds and hearts and deeds. 
    We have been enlightened in mind and heart.  We have been made light 
whereas before we were darkness.  St. Paul says, “Walk as children of light”.  St. 
John teaches us in his letter that “God is light and that whoever abides in God 
abides in this light”.  He also teaches that God is love.  Whoever walks in the 
divine light walks in love.  St. Paul makes the point by saying, “You should shine 
like lights in the world, holding fast to the Word of Life”.  To hold fast to Christ is 
to live as Christ lived. 
    To fail to do this is condemnation.  If we fail to live Christ’s light we are veiling 
over and obscuring the very light that is God.  We do it by our infidelity to the 
follow the example of Christ.  People need that light and mercy so desperately.   If 
you receive a talent, as the Lord says you have, you are expected to produce a 
proportionate profit; to hide the talent away is to be condemned.  So that brilliant 
lamp which was lit for the sake of the salvation of all should always shine in each 
of us.  We have the lamp of the heavenly commandments to light our way.  We 
have spiritual grace.  The psalm says, “Your law is a lamp to my feet and a light to 
my path”. 
    We must not hide this lamp.  Especially since the Lord’s new commandment is 
to love others as he has, and does, love us.  We must be lights in the Church, our 
lampstand, so that all may see and rejoice in the mercy of God given us in our 
Savior.  Let all believers be so enlightened.  May all those who are enlightened let 
their light shine out —to the glory of God the Heavenly Father, and to the 
salvation of all who see and wonder at the light that is “my” life.  Be merciful, be 
loving, be caring—even as your Heavenly Father is.  Don’t put off to the morrow 
what you can do today!  You are imitating the Good Shepherd! 
That is what so many have already done.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



God’s Love, and Mary, and Us 
A reflection taken from Caryll Houselander 
 
    At length Mary died.  If we think about this fact rightly then death will be for us 
an experience like First Communion.  We knew we were one with God but could 
not fathom the consequences.  We simply cannot imagine what it is to be a Bride 
of the Spirit.  We know that Mary was taken to Heaven body and spirit, and the 
thought dazzles us and leaves us wanting to sing but lacking the words to 
express what we feel and almost know. 
    What does it all really mean?  Because we can’t imagine heaven we have, in 
our minds, almost whittled it away into nothingness.  We unconsciously think of 
it as nowhereness and perhaps give up on knowing what Heaven is.  But Jesus is 
there and Mary is there, body and spirit.  There before God is our humanity, but 
innocent humanity in all its primal loveliness.  It is the humanity with which God 
is in love.  And it is ours!  In Heaven it is always spring.  It is always a time of life 
and birth and resurrection.  And because that is what Heaven is, that is what 
earth too is, a cycle of life and death and then new and fuller life.  
    In Heaven Mary’s “fiat” is always being uttered.  Love in the Spirit, the Spirit of 
life, is always being consummated.  All things are made continually, and 
continually made anew; all are born and born again.  This is really what matters 
most of all and to everyone.  God is the power to make new and heaven is the 
capacity to be made new. 
    Life isn’t intrinsically dragging along the old wound and limping with the 
weariness of yesterdays and feeling the soreness of heartbreaks and defeats.  
Life is real newness!  It is a new will, a new heart, a new vision, a new love.  You 
might say this is the consequence for us of what Heaven is.  Even in natural 
things what gives us most delight is newness, like a daybreak and a morning in 
spring. 
    To be born again is exactly what Christ has promised to us.  It is exactly what 
he has fulfilled in Mary.  Through Mary of Nazareth Christ is born, again and again 
in the individual heart.  Little children say “Blessed is the fruit of your womb, 
Jesus”, but they don’t understand.  As we grow older we begin to understand.  
We see that this “fruit” is the life of Christ born again in us and the world—always 
& everywhere.  Our Lady is in heaven and on earth the breath of the Spirit is 
stirring the young plants.  In Heaven the music of the incarnation is uttered 
eternally.  “Come to me all you who year, and be filled with my fruits, sweeter 
than honey, better to have than the honeycomb”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


