
THIRTY-FOURTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME 

THE LAST WEEK OF THE LITURGICAL YEAR 

………………………………………………….. 
 

Sunday   Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe  
Nov. 20   Christ’s Reign in our Hearts and Minds  
                   A reflection taken from a homily by St. Bernard   
 
 

Mon         Memorial of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin 
21            The Total Gift of Self to God    
                   A reflection developed from a text by St. Pope John Paul II 

 
 
Tues        Memorial of St. Cecilia 
22            Seriously Giving Yourself to God    
                   A reflection developed from a text by Fr. Ronald Knox  
 
  

Wed        For the Our Dead 
23           How a Christian Regards Death 
                  A reflection developed from a sermon by St. Ambrose  
     
 

Thurs      Memorial of St. Andrew Dung-Lac & Companions 
24            Rejoice in the Lord Always! 
                   A reflection developed from a letter of St. Paul Le-Bao-Tinh    
 
 

Fri           Friday of the Last Week of the Liturgical Year 

25           Loving & Staying with the Word   
                  A reflection developed from a text by Fr. Augustine Guillerand  
 
    

Sat          Saturday of the Last Week of the Liturgical Year 
26            The Essential Spirit of the Gospel      
                  A reflection taken from a homily by Cardinal Newman    
 

……..…..                 ………………            …………… 

 



 

Christ’s Reign in Our Hearts & Minds 
A reflection taken from a homily by St. Bernard 
 

    “Lord, remember me when you come into your kingdom!”  We pray this daily 
as we remember God’s promise to give Jesus the throne of his father, David”.  
The angel reminded the Virgin of it.  Yet what can it mean to say the Son will 
succeed to the kingdom of David?  Yes, he is of the line of David but he never 
reigned in Jerusalem and wouldn’t let the crowds make him king there.  He 
protested to Pilate that his kingdom isn’t of this world!  What importance could 
sitting on the throne of David have to one already seated on the cherubim? 
    We know he will reign in another Jerusalem, very different from the one where 
David reigned.  God will give Our Lord the throne of David in a heavenly and not a 
symbolic city or throne, one that is eternal and heavenly rather than temporal.  
“He shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his Kingdom there shall 
be no end.”  So we have to seek “house of Jacob” that is eternal, over which Our 
Lord will reign for ever. 
    Are there many among us who remember that ‘Jacob’ means “the supplanter”?  
Will you allow God to supplant the devil in your hearts by struggling against their 
vices and evil desires so that sin will not reign in them, but Jesus only?  He can 
reign through grace now so that he will reign through glory for eternity.  Blessed 
are they in whom Jesus will reign for ever. They will reign with him. 
    Oh how glorious is that kingdom where all kings are gathered together to give 
united praise and honor to the King of Kings and Lord of Lords!  In contemplation 
of God’s splendor the just will shine like the sun in that Kingdom.  Oh that Jesus, 
out of the love he has for his own, may remember me, a sinner, when on That Day 
he delivers up his Kingdom to God the Father.  May I see the joy of his chosen 
ones and rejoice in the gladness of his People. 
   Lord Jesus, come and remove the stumbling blocks within the kingdom that is 
my soul.  Reign in it!  Yes, greed comes along and claims a throne in me; 
arrogance would dominate me; pride would be my king and pleasure will say “I 
shall reign”.  Ambition, detraction, envy, and anger fight within me for 
supremacy.  But I resist as best I can by your help.  I protest that Jesus is my 
Lord and I will keep myself for him.  To me he is God, to me he is the Lord, and I 
declare that I will accept no king but the Lord Jesus.  Come, then, Lord, and rout 
all enemies by your power so that you alone reign in me.   You are the one who 
grant victories in Jacob. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Total Gift of Self to God 
A reflection developed from a text by St. Pope John Paul II 
 

    The Feast of the Presentation of the Virgin is a creation of the spiritual 
sensitivity of our forebears in faith.  It is not a remembrance of something 
historical but recalls the fact that the meaning of life in Christ is a total gift of self 
to God.  It was the gift of the Virgin Mary responding to the announcement of 
God’s will for her, and for the salvation of the world.  Christian faith has always 
believed Mary made this gift from her first conscious awareness of herself as a 
member of God’s People, chosen by God to be light to the world.  She expected 
to do the small and ordinary tasks allotted to God’s poor ones. 
    Yet our great and wonderful God in loving mercy chose her to be remembered 
by all generations as the Mother of the Savior.  So her soul magnified the Lord 
right from her childhood in entrusting herself to God and to God’s will, whatever 
it might be.  This is symbolized by the Feast of Mary’s Presentation in the Temple.  
God responded by calling her to be the Mother of his Only Son, and so to become 
mother to all Christians; i.e., to all who would follow her in making the total gift of 
self to their creator and savior. 
    We know what the cost of that gift was to be.  She only began to know it when 
she met the aged Simeon as she came, in her turn, to present Jesus to the 
Heavenly Father in his temple.  She heard that her own heart would be pierced by 
a sword, as later she would see her son pierced by a lance so that the blood and 
water might cleanse the world and make it a gift wholly fitted for its creator and 
redeemer.  We too have been called, each to a place in God’s plan of salvation, 
each to bear the sufferings of our own crosses as we give ourselves into God’s 
saving hands stretched out to all the down trodden of our world in love and 
mercy.  We are called to be hands of love and mercy even as Mary the Virgin and 
Mother was.   Will we answer God’s call each day as Mary answered on the day of 
the annunciation? 
    Let us consider that God is right now announcing to us our call to serve his 
redemptive purpose, and to accept whatever price this may exact of us.  Lord, let 
it be done to me, as it was to the Virgin, according to your word and will.  Let me 
not think of the price my gift of self may involve but only of my love for you.  You 
have loved me even to the gift of your Only Son on the Cross.  You have paid 
every price that I can be asked to pay.  By your Spirit fill me with the grace and 
love not to count costs but only to open my heart to love and service. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Seriously Giving Oneself to God  
A reflection developed from a reflection by Fr. Ronald Knox 
 

    All the world knows Christians strive to live by very high ideals.  But often 
others aren’t very impressed because they see many fail to live what they 
profess.  This was no less the case in ancient times.  People understood the 
value of virginity and even honored it, when lived as a sign of philosophical 
dedication or the commitment of a Vestal Virgin.  But they couldn’t equate 
dedication to God with these values.  Further, they didn’t see Christian faith as 
life-giving in a way no other commit-ment could be.  So why forego marriage and 
family, the highest of values as the world saw matters?  
    The story of St. Cecilia tells us she had given herself totally to Christ as her 
spouse and when he father forced her to marry told her spouse that if he did not 
respect her virginity her guardian angel would punish him.  He asked to see this 
protector and she replied that was only possible if he became a Christian.  What 
makes many doubt the truth of the story is that once he did become a Christian 
he was granted sight of the angel.  In any case, he then converted his brother.  
Together they took up the forbidden work of burying Christian martyrs, and so 
were themselves revealed as Christians and martyred.  Cecilia was caught 
burying them and martyred too.  Notice that she wasn’t martyred for her virginity 
but for doing one of the corporal works of mercy.  Her virginity was lived as a 
dedication to serving others by good works.  In fact they were works that non-
virgins could do also.  It was not what she did that counted as much as the way 
she put Christ first. 
    Do we rank fidelity to our Christian vocation as more important than any 
worldly value and good?   Is our fidelity to Christ more important to us than our 
life itself?  That is what Cecilia proclaims to us, as she did to the man she was 
compelled to marry and to his brother.  What’s more, when we proclaim the 
supreme value of knowing Christ and imitating Christ by our living do our words 
carry conviction?  Cecilia was wholly convinced that it would be a tragedy for her 
husband to force her to have sex with him and not for any psychological reason.  
It was simply that she was entirely given to God in Christ. He saw that when she 
told him that she was utterly convinced of the truth of what she said and was 
willing to pay any price to remain true to that self-gift.  It won him to make the 
same gift.  That is what we must learn from St. Cecilia and what we must practice 
day by day in all the works we do, whether by choice or because some authority 
requires it.  We are called to make Christ our life and live this gift with utter 
determination.  
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



How a Christian Regards Death 
A reflection developed from a sermon by St. Ambrose 
 

    Scripture exhorts us, Let us die with Christ so as to live with Christ!  Faith 
shows us death is gain, just as St. Paul says.  This means that dying physically is 
a receiving of a breath of everlasting life.  Christians should have a daily 
familiarity with death, a desire to die and be with Christ.  A kind of detachment 
frees our soul from all that which keeps it tied to a life that is merely of this world.  
We must soar above all that is merely earthly, so as to seek what cannot be 
merely of this world.  We must accept what seems to be death so that we may 
find ourselves where no real death can come.  It may be that the law of our fallen 
nature is at war with the law our reasoning mind grasps through faith, but what is 
the remedy?  It is to be set free by the grace of God given us though Jesus Christ, 
Our Lord. 
    We have a doctor who can heal what is genuinely wounded within us.  Let us 
use the remedies he prescribes.  How many have we known who did this in actual 
fact?  Think of how many they are.  We pray for them, and they pray for us. We 
are still in exile and they have come to the fatherland.  What more is there to say?  
It was by the death of Jesus that the world has been redeemed.  Christ did not 
need to die if he did not think that the Heavenly Father wanted this.  So he didn’t 
look on death as something to be avoided.  Thus his death is life for us.  We have 
been sealed with the sign of his death. 
    When we pray, especially for those who have died, we preach Jesus’ saving 
death.  When we offer sacrifice we proclaim his death and that death is victory, a 
sacred sign.  We have this divine example to prove that it was death alone that 
won for all freedom from death.  So death is no cause for mourning but for the 
rejoicing that knowledge of salvation brings.  God has prescribed death as a kind 
of medicine.  All had been condemned because of sin to unremitting toil and 
sorrow.  There had to be a limit to this.  By God’s grace death was turned into a 
door to life.  Today we remember those who turned away from all those aimless 
paths that don’t lead to God.  Great and wonderful are your deeds, Lord God 
Almighty; just and true are your ways, King of the Nations; you alone are holy!  
Those who have gone before us teach us to repeat this triumph song.  All flesh 
will come before you, our God.  But all come as a bride comes to her wedding, 
filled with joy and anticipation.  We keep death daily before our eyes but it is not 
an end; rather it is a new beginning of life.  Those who have gone before us pray 
that we may enter this new life, as we have prayed that they do. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rejoice in the Lord Always 
A reflection developed from a letter by St. Paul Le-Lao-Tinh 
 

    I write, as did the Apostle Paul, bound in chains for the Gospel.  But don’t 
sorrow.  Be inflamed with love for God and join us in singing God’s praises.  
God’s mercy is for ever!  Prison is a kind of image of hell.  To tortures and 
mistreatment are added hatred, obscene speech, evil deeds and curses.  But the 
God who frees those who believe—as once the three Hebrews were freed from 
the Babylonian king’s furnace—is with us always.  His mercy is for ever. 
    Just the thought of what is inflicted on so many Christians in prison may cause 
fear.  But by the grace of God we are filled with joy and gladness.  Why?  It is 
because Christ is with us.  Our Master bears the entire weight of the cross with 
us, leaving us only the last and least bit.  Christ isn’t a mere onlooker but takes 
an active part in our struggles.  His is the victory and he is the champion who 
wins the battle.  That is why he wears the crown of victory.  We simply share in 
his glory. 
    Beloved brothers and sisters, as you hear about these things we want you to 
give endless thanks, and in joy, to our God.  It is from God that every good 
comes.  So let us bless the Lord together, for God’s mercy is for ever!  In 
Scripture we read, “My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit 
rejoices in God my Savior; for God has looked with favor on us lowly servants.  
From this day on all generations will call us blessed—for God’s mercy is for ever! 
    Oh praise the Lord, all nations, acclaim God all peoples!  God has chosen what 
is weak in the world to confound the strong.  God has chosen what is low and 
despised to confound the noble.  Through us he confuses the wise of this 
world—for God’s mercy is for ever. 
    We write these things to you so that your faith may be united with ours.  In the 
midst of storm we cast our anchor toward the throne of God and that anchor is 
the lively hope that is in our hearts.  Beloved, for your part so run that you too 
may attain the crown.  Put on the breastplate of faith and take up the weapons of 
Christ’s love.  It is better for anyone to enter into life with one eye or crippled than 
with all one’s members intact to be cast away. 
    Let us come to one another’s aid by our prayers that we may fight to the end 
and so finish the race victoriously.  We may not see one another again in this life 
but we will have the joy of seeing each other again in the world to come.  We will 
stand at the throne of the Spotless Lamb and will together join in singing his 
praises and exulting for every in the joy of triumph.  For God’s mercy is for ever! 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Loving the Lord & Staying with Him 
A reflection on St. John’s Gospel by Fr. Augustine Guillerand 
 
    Many have remarked that St. John’s Gospel, and especially in its prologue, 
contains some of the most profound insights any human mind has ever had.  St. 
John, the beloved disciple, spent his life standing before the abyss that is God.  
But can anyone say he saw farther than the edge of the truth that is God? 
    St. John summed everything up by calling what he saw “the light of life”.  
These words are only a human cloak, as it were, for realities that are always 
beyond us and tantalizing us to advance farther.  Yet even if we meditate with our 
whole heart and for a lifetime the vistas of God will always stretch farther and 
farther than our sight can reach.  But this is joy and not disappointment! 
    This joy can be sometimes an exultant joy.  It is ever beyond compare.  Those 
who eat me, as Jesus said, will hunger for more, and those who drink me will ever 
thirst for more.  This is the profound truth.  God is the divine life, the divine truth, 
the divine beauty and the divine fullness of all that is and can be.  God’s Name, 
which human words, strive in vain to translate, is a nourishment which satisfies 
even as it increases longing and leaves us unsatisfied. 
    St. John in the beginning of his Gospel immediately sets us upon the heights 
and in the presence of the Word.  This is the One from whom everything else 
began and by whom all things began to be.  St. John had good reason to do this.  
God cannot be seen at all, properly, except in this light; i.e., except by looking 
first at the true light that enlightens everyone who is coming into the world.  It is 
to contemplation that the beloved disciple was invited and to contemplation that 
we are invited. 
    Recall the words of Jesus to Andrew at their first meeting.  Come and see, 
Jesus said when Andrew asked him where he was staying.  Jesus speaks these 
words to us.  He invites us to his home.  What is that home?  The Gospel doesn’t 
answer this question.  Yet the true answer is found in the first line of St. John’s 
Gospel.  The dwelling place to which we are invited is the Word in person!  It is 
there that St. John takes us.  It was in and with the Word made flesh that the first 
disciples stayed.  It is to this same inner place that God invites us today, and 
each day.  Let us follow Jesus and go where he goes, so that we may stay where 
he stays, in the presence of God.  Let us stay there with him always. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Essential Spirit of the Gospel 
A reflection taken from a homily by Cardinal Newman 
 

    We are told that we have been espoused to “one husband” and that means to 
Christ.  So our loyalty is to God in Christ, first and last and always.  The Savior 
often spoke of this in relation to the way worldly things may beguile us.  For 
example the Savior often contrasts trusting in riches with putting all one’s hope 
in God.  
    Think of St. Matthew before Christ’s call.  His goal was wealth. Our Savior 
warns us of the danger connected with this in the parables of the Weeds and of 
the Sower not to mention that of the Great Supper.  In the last the guests one and 
all excuse themselves for reasons linked to the pursuit of earthly prosperity.  St. 
Paul says in the First Epistle to Timothy, “Those who desire to be rich, fall into 
temptation and a snare, and many and hurtful desires drown such people in 
destruction and perdition.  For the love of money is the root of all evil, and some 
have strayed from faith and pierced themselves with many sorrows by coveting 
this.”  The danger is that of being possessed by riches and the worldly security 
they seem to lead one to. 
    Desiring and pursuing riches, or other worldly types of support and sources of 
security, are often set before us as the aim and end of life.  But it is the will of 
Christ that those who follow him should have no merely worldly aim or end.  In 
saying this I am looking at our holy religion as though from outside in order to 
clearly grasp its general character and its essential spirit. 
    It is the will of God that all be done, not simply for others or for the world or for 
oneself, but for God’s glory.  The more we are enabled to do this and this alone 
the more favored we are.  But when we act so purely, we are exposed to 
temptation to set our hearts on obtaining some merely worldly good.  This casts 
us out of inner serenity and stability in heavenly faith, leading us away from our 
path to God and making our thoughts center on something with is less high or 
eternal than God would have us. 
   To experience this temptation is not to sin.  After all, some ways of seeking 
ordinary gain belong to our duties in life.  This is true for all who have not entered 
monasteries in order to serve God more entirely.  One who is responsible for the 
spiritual welfare of others must accept the preoccupations and agitations that go 
with helping them.  Yet we must not forget that the essential spirit of the Gospel 
is confidence in God and quietness of spirit in the seeking of God.  These are the 
highest and most precious realities that can be pursued.  In them we find the path 
to our highest aim and end.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


