
THIRTY-SECOND WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME 

………………………….………………………………… 
 

Sunday   Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Nov. 6     God’s Love Never Ends     
                   A reflection developed from a text by Sr. Dianne Bergant   
 
 

Mon         Monday of the Thirty-Second Week in Ordinary Time  
7              Understanding Scriptural Revelation  
                   A reflection  taken from a sermon by Cardinal Newman  

 
 
Tues        Tuesday of the Thirty-Second Week in Ordinary Time 
8              How We Really Become God’s Temple   
                   A reflection taken from St. Augustine’s Exposition of the Pslams  
 
  

Wed        Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica 
9              What Does the Church Mean to You?  
                  A reflection developed from a text by Sr. Dianne Bergant 
     
 
 

Thurs      Memorial of St. Leo the Great 
10            Continually Celebrating Salvation  
                   A reflection taken from sermons by St. Pope Leo the Great   
 
 

          MONASTIC DESERT DAY  
Fri           Memorial of St. Martin of Tours  
11           Living as a Fervent Christian 
                  A reflection developed from Sulpicius Severus’ biography of Martin   
 
    

Sat          Memorial of Our Lady 
12           The Virgin Mary as God’s Temple     
                  A reflection developed from a text by Fr. Yves Congar     
   
    

……..…..                 ………………            …………… 



God’s Love Never Ends 
A reflection developed from a text by Sr. Dianne Bergant 
 

    Few pause to note that we know just one fact about what happens after we die: 
We shall live forever with God!  Jesus declares this clearly in response to the 
Sadducees’ effort to make belief in resurrection look foolish.  They assume 
resurrection means living always just as we do now, minus all the bad things.  
Thus people will go on having children. Jesus replies that resurrection means 
being alive in a never ending relationship with our God, period.  So people never 
die and don’t need to have children, since from an ancient point of view children 
are the reason for marriage.  So the Sadducees’ argument misses the point.  All 
that tell us is that resurrection life will be different. 
    History is filled with efforts to picture life-after-death.  In Sunday’s first reading 
Jewish martyrs profess faith in resurrection and take for granted that means 
living as entire human persons and not like Greek belief imagined—with only a 
human soul living always.  Scripture doesn’t even say whether the body-soul way 
of understanding our- selves is correct.  It only uses that belief to affirm that the 
whole of us, not just a soul, lives forever with God.  Claiming more than this is 
just speculation.  Believe it if you like, but you may be surprised. 
    What Jesus says, with several other Scripture texts, is that God’s love for us 
never ends and that this love will always create us as living persons. When our 
God, for instance, was called “God of the living” that seems to have been 
understood as meaning God didn’t take care of the dead but only of the living.  
Not so, Jesus says.  If a person has an actual relation with God that person lives, 
and lives as long as the relation lasts!  How long will it last?  Forever!  What will it 
be like to live forever?  Jesus is all the answer you can find; i.e., we will be with 
God as Jesus is.  That’s what St. Paul tells us. 
    If you live like Jesus now you will live like him always.  Following Jesus and St. 
Paul and all those faithful who have gone before us we trust that the bonds of 
love that join us with God are indestructible.  It was God who invited us into a 
covenant relationship and God will see that this endures through and beyond 
death.  As St. John says, “We are God’s children now!  What we shall be has not 
yet been revealed!”  We walk in faith and trust.  God’s loves us undyingly.  That is 
enough for us to follow Jesus!   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Understanding Scriptural Revelation 
A reflection taken from a sermon by Cardinal Newman 
 

    God spoke to Moses in the burning bush using the name “God of Abraham” for 
himself.  Christ tells us that in this simple announcement was contained the 
promise that Abraham would rise again from the dead.  In truth, if we may say it 
with reverence, the all-wise and all-knowing God cannot speak without meaning 
many things at once.  God sees the end from the beginning and understands the 
numberless connections and relations of all things with one another.  It is well to 
keep this in mind as we read Scripture. 
    God’s self-description, “God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob”, implies those holy 
patriarchs are still alive, though they are seen no more on earth.  Does this 
“prove” their bodies will live; for if their souls are still living isn’t that enough to 
account for their being described as living servants of God?  Our Blessed Lord 
seems to tell us that in some sense Abraham’s body is still alive, perhaps as 
pledge of resurrection.  Does he imply that between death and resurrection there 
will be a space of time as the Book of Revelation assumes?  Other Scriptures 
seem not to imply this.  What we know is Abraham can’t be held under the power 
of the grave any more than one sleeping can be kept from waking up. 
    We are apt to talk about our bodies as if we knew how or what they really were, 
whereas we only know what our eyes tell us.  They seem to grow, come to 
maturity, to decay—but after all we know no more about them than meets our 
senses.  We have no direct knowledge of what may be called our bodies’ 
“substantive” existence.  Again, we are apt to speak of “soul and body”, as if we 
could distinguish between them and knew about them but for the most part we 
don’t know the realities we think our words refer to.  It can be useful to make a 
distinction between soul and body but the Gospels speak of our nature as one.  
Philosophers made the distinction, and thought the soul lived forever but the 
body perished, but Christ makes no distinction.   
   God graciously calls himself the God of Abraham.  He did not say “the God of 
Abraham’s soul” but simply of Abraham.  God gave life to Abraham as one 
person.  That is what God promises to us.  For the rest, we do not know ourselves 
well enough to speculate reliably on what is implied in that promise.  We walk in 
faith and without real need for the knowledge so many have tried to discover.  
God loves us always.  Let us love God always and with all that we are. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



How We Really Become God’s Temple 
A reflection taken from St. Augustine’s Exposition of the Psalms 
 
   “God’s temple is holy and you are that temple!”  Everyone who believes in 
Christ and whose belief makes you love Him is God’s temple.  Real belief in 
Christ means love of Christ.  Demons believed without loving; so their belief 
didn’t prevent their asking, “What do you want with us, Son of God?”  Our belief 
should be filled with love for the one in whom we believe so that we may say, “We 
belong to you; you have redeemed us.”  All who believe in this way are like living 
stones which go to build up God’s Temple.  This makes us like the rot-proof 
timber used to make the framework of the ark which the flood waters could not 
submerge. It is in this kind of temple—in our very selves—that prayer is 
addressed to God, and heard by God! 
    To pray in God’s temple one must pray in the peace of the Church.  That means 
praying in the unity of the body of Christ. It is made up of the many believers 
throughout the world.  When we pray in this temple our prayers are heard, 
because whoever prays in the peace of the Church prays in spirit and in truth.   
Our Lord’s drove out of the temple people who were seeking their own ends; this 
is symbolic. 
    That temple was a symbol and the Body of Christ is the true temple, the reality, 
of which the other temple was an image.  Indeed, that true temple has within in 
some who are buyers and sellers—in other words people who are seeking their 
own interests and not those of Jesus Christ.  But the true temple is not destroyed 
by those who want to turn it into a den of thieves.  Not even those who live evil 
lives within the Church, and so do all they can to convert God’s house into a 
robbers’ den, can succeed in destroying it. 
    A time will come when those who harm and undermine the House of God will 
be driven out by a whip made of their own sins.  This Temple of God, the Body of 
Christ, the assembly of believers, has but one voice.  It sings the psalms as 
though one person were singing.  If we wish, this can be our voice.  If we wish, we 
can listen to the singer with our ears even while we sing in ourselves with our 
hearts.  If we choose not to do this we are like buyers and sellers, preoccupied by 
our own individual interests.  Christ calls us to preoccupy ourselves with the 
building up of the true Temple through our deeds of faith-filled love and mercy.  
That is God’s call to us this very day. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What Does the Church Mean to You? 
A reflection developed from a text by Sr. Dianne Bergant 
 
    Today we commemorate the dedication of the Lateran Basilica.  It is the 
cathedral church of Rome, the official church of the pope, and so, in symbol, the 
“mother” of all the churches of the Church universal.  The readings of the 
Eucharist are intended to remind us how important a church building and The 
Church has been for each of us. 
    Think of Ezekiel’s vision of water flowing from the Temple to bring life to the 
dead places of the Holy Land.  Jesus has told us, in telling it to the woman he met 
at a well in Samaritan territory, that a spring of living water will spring up in each 
of us and give life to all that is dead or dying in us and our lives.  Our church is 
every place where we received Christ’s life-giving water flowing forth, so we 
might never again thirst in a way that would lead us away from God.  We turn our 
minds and memories to the special experiences of God’s presence which 
released that spring and made us us the persons we are. 
    During Jesus’ lifetime the Jerusalem Temple was the center of his People’s 
religious life.  In it perpetual worship and turning to God enacted Israel’s 
covenant.  Observant Jews traveled great distances to the “pilgrim feasts”, 
especially the Passover.  Jesus wouldn’t allow that Temple to be used even to 
sell pilgrims what they needed for sacrifice.  God’s temple should be a house of 
prayer and nothing more.  In prayer we receive God’s living water. 
    Think of the Church you knew as a child growing up in faith.  Think of what you 
learned from the ways of worship you experienced during those years.  What has 
happened to that Church and to those ways of worship?  How have you had to 
change inwardly as a result of those changes?  You probably no longer worship 
in that church, and where and how you now worship reflects the experiences of 
God that the passing years have brought you.  The one thing hasn’t changed is 
God’s call to let yourself be made into a place where people can taste love and 
mercy.  That “place” isn’t just a building but a construct of living stones—a 
Christian community.  It draws us ever more deeply into the gift of self that makes 
us God’s temples for others.  It is “ours” precisely to the degree it is for others as 
well as us.  The construction of this temple should never cease.  Daily we labor 
with God to build a fitting and beautiful dwelling place for his spring of life-giving 
water. 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 



Continually Celebrating Salvation 
A reflection developed from a sermon by St. Pope Leo the Great 
 

    We celebrate many days with more or less solemnity during a year.  Sundays 
rank very high among these because they draw us into the resurrection of the 
Lord and the gift of new life it brings.  God’s Son had no purpose in being born 
other than to be crucified and raised from the dead so that the mercy of God 
might fulfilled in a plan too deep for words to plumb.  We need to celebrate his 
dying and rising continually.  By this celebration all should be purified as a 
temple of God, whose foundation is its founder.  It makes sense to decorate a 
royal palace because the great importance of the office thus honored.  What zeal 
and effort ought to be expended in the task of building up the Temple of God, 
God’s Holy People, made of living, intelligent stones which assemble themselves 
of their own free will to form a single structure at the promptings of the Spirit of 
grace! 
   The whole company of the faithful, and each believer in particular, form one and 
the same temple.  So there should be in each the same perfection as there is in 
the whole.  All aren’t alike in beauty or merit yet the bond of love ensures all 
communion in sharing beauty.  Those who are united in holy love may not all 
have received the same gifts of grace but all rejoice in their mutual blessings. 
    How can anything be lacking to those who find their happiness in the progress 
others make.  As each increases in beauty before God all increase in the riches 
everyone enjoys in Christ.  Take the works of mercy we do.  They are innumerable 
and there is nothing that can prevent anyone from having a good and holy 
intention.  The variety of opportunities means that all can play a part in helping 
one another build up the People and Temple of God.  The good intentions of all 
ensure that everything done for this purpose is of equal value before God. 
    The person who shows love and compassion to those suffering any sort of 
affliction is blessed through the virtue and gift of charity as well as through the 
God-given gift of peace.  All this is offered us when we come together to worship 
our God and savior and to respond to his call to give ourselves and what we have 
in love and mutual service.  Let us rejoice and embrace the wondrous savior who 
gives us so much and teaches us how to share these gifts with all.  This should 
be our continual celebration. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Being a Fervent Christian 
A reflection developed from Sulpicius Severus’ biography 
 

   Martin was born the son of a Roman legionnaire at a time when all sons were 
legally required to follow the occupation of their fathers.  Hence as a young man 
he enrolled in the Roman army.  Enrollment was normally for thirty years.  Martin, 
moreover, wanted to become a Christian also and tried to live as one even while 
in the catechumenate and the army.  The story of cutting his military cloak in two 
so that a beggar would have some protection in snowy weather showed how 
serious he was.  A dream he had that night reminded him that what we do for 
those who can’t help themselves is done to Christ.  This became his lifelong 
practice. 
    Since he was serving in the army during a time of civil strife he had more than 
ordinary opportunities to receive a discharge.  When this was given he entered 
the church and then began to live as a monk, in the manner of the hermits of the 
Egyptian desert; i.e., he lived as a hermit but in proximity to some other hermits.  
They could help each other spiritually.  He dedicated himself to prayer and to 
service of those in need, especially trying to share his own faith with others.  He 
became known as a selfless and compassionate person and it was probably due 
to that reputation that he was chosen to be bishop of Tours.  As bishop he 
continued to live as a monk but spent a good deal of time helping bring unity to 
his clergy and raising their ideals of how priests and other clerics should live. 
   Martin’s reputation was that of a compassionate and understanding person who 
wanted to help others find reconciliation with one another and so peace.  He saw 
this as integral to his monastic vocation.  Although he began as a hermit, he soon 
attracted disciples and groups of them accompanied him wherever he went. 
    He didn’t burden his people by requiring that they pay for things that could be 
used to display his superior position in society, as many did.  This meant that he 
did not demand money but gave rather than receiving.  He had the reputation of 
one whose prayers are answered and so was continually asked to pray for 
people.  Since he never sought position or prestige, or other like things that both 
Christians and non-Christians often wanted, he taught people to place their hope 
in the Lord. 
    All this made him very effectively pastorally with the people of this time and 
place.  He converted many of the non-Christian groups in the area around Tours.  
He became a symbol of hope and of trust in God.  In all of this he sought simply 
to live the Christian life as fully and fervently as he could manage.  He shows us 
what a Christian can mean for other people, whatever the time and place and 
circumstances.  His ways of doing this are especially relevant to the witness that 
Christians can give today by simply living their faith in simple ways. 
 
 

 

 



The Virgin Mary as God’s Temple 
A reflection developed from a text by Fr. Yves Congar 
 

   The Gospels expressly relate the Virgin Mary to the Temple of God only in the 
accounts of her presentation of Jesus and of the events of a family journey to 
celebrate the Passover at the Temple when Jesus was twelve.  Christian piety 
added things, as in various Apocryphal texts, but the Church insists the Gospels 
say more than enough.  We deal with symbolic representations of profound 
spiritual realities. 
    Mary was chosen and predestined to be the mother of Jesus, true God and 
truly human, and was made worthy of her vocation by grace.  She shows us how 
to live such a vocation with unfailing fidelity.  The  gospel of Luke presents her as 
a model to be imitated by all Christian believers striving to respond to the 
vocations God gives them.  Mary is, next to her Son, the first of the living stones 
out of which God is building a temple so all may worship and find grace-given 
salvation. 
    If Mary is the Mother of God she has a special relation to the Body of Christ.  
But this Body is the true Temple.  This is true of Christ’s physical body too but 
most particularly of what we call Christ’s “mystical” body, the Church. Consider 
why this is so pertinent to understanding the role of Mary in God’s plan of 
salvation.  First, because Christ lives and grows within her she is the Temple of 
God in a unique way.  Yet Christ lives and grows within us spiritually and so 
makes us temples of God.  Second, because of the grace that filled Mary, she was 
able to respond completely and without reservation to the call of God to become 
his mother.  Yet we too have been given graces to enable us to respond to God’s 
calls to us. 
    It is not difficult to see how Mary provides a model for all Christians to follow 
as they seek to respond to God’s call to bring light to the world and to lead every 
member of the human race to the salvation which God offers all in Christ.  If we 
find this filled with difficulties so did Mary.  If we have to carry a cross with Jesus, 
so did Mary.  If we have to let go of our own plans for life, that is precisely what 
God’s call required of Mary.  She responded freely and fully to each call to 
surrender herself and her ways of thinking and feeling to the require-ments of 
God’s Plan of Salvation through her son.  All this make her more and more a 
temple where worship of God and prayer to God filled each day and hour more 
and more.  She, and all believers, have been made, as it were, pregnant with 
Christ and salvation.  What are we to do in response if not to go to whoever we 
know to be in need—as Mary did to Elizabeth—and show them love and mercy? 
 

 

 

 
 
 


