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Christmas was celebrated with its usual glory.  Thanks to Fr. Jonas for the various
photographs, as I was in Tennessee. 

Enjoy walking into the Church for a moment:

Wreaths at Entrance of Church



Creche in the Foyer of the Church

In the Church, looking towards the Lectern

Lighting the candles



Harp music before Mass

The Abbot celebrating Mass

Garden Updates;

The Store and Parking Court:
The Parking Court is a project in progress.  Before I left, we got some things cleaned
up and installed temporary gravel to make the court usable during the holidays. The
arborist came and removed the trees and vines that were hazardous.  Now we will
begin to design the new spaces, along with the paving and landscaping.





This is what we are facing in the cleanup stage.  Now, some people might be
discouraged, but these men make short work of all of this.  They are simply amazing. 
Stay tuned for progress photos.

St. Clare:
St. Clare still has the outdoor creches we showed last month.  Here is another
challenge we hope to redo this year. 

This is an area to the left as you enter St. Clare.  It has been full of vines, wisteria and
the like.  Green Carolina has helped us tame the area and we plan to continue the
landscaping that is nearby.

The Retreat Center:
For some time, Father Guerric has wanted to replace the Serviceberry Trees (which
died twice) in the enclosure.  We have replaced them with white Crepe Myrtles, which



already look so nice lighted at night—even though they now are bare for winter.

New Crepe Myrtles

Guerric also requested two new live oaks to shade the Father Francis Kline
Meditation Chapel and the porch outside the common room.



Green Carolina installing one of the new Live Oaks

Two new Live Oaks with Crepe Myrtles in background

The Orchard:

The cool season has offered a respite in the orchard. We look forward to pruning our
fruit bearing trees but first need to get through the coldest part of the year. This
weekend we may have temperatures in the low 20's enough to damage our 🍊 citrus.
We covered the plants with cardboard from the mushroom operation and insulated



the cavity with dried leaves. I will go up tomorrow to ensure that we have all the
passive protection possible and if perhaps a light bulb or two for some additional
protection.

In Tuesday's Food Section of the Post and Courier Hanna Raskin writes about dried
persimmons that sell for $40/pound. Now there's a project for the future!

Howard 

Editorial comment:     With the low temperatures coming, I had an email in
Tennessee from Howard for help doing more than had been done with the Citrus
Trees in the Orchard.  Craig willingly helped and you can see from the two photos the
difference in what was done!

Dottie holding the boxes while Howard and Norm cover the Citrus (Elaine Dennis) 



I believe this is more satisfactory! 

Luce Garden:

The Camellias made their first appearance over Christmas.  Do not miss coming out
to see this beautiful show. 

Pink Double Camillea (Nelson Weaver)

White Camellia (Nelson Weaver)



Camellia full of blooms (Craig Clark)

Bee in Pink Camellia (Craig Clark)



Multicolored Camellia (Craig Clark)

Spotlight on a Volunteer
In an effort to get to know each of you a little better, we are choosing a garden volunteer each
month to answer a few questions and submit a brief biofor the monthly newsletter. This month we
have chosen volunteer Steve Hoeckele. Steve has been volunteering out at Mepkin for about a
year. He is always willing to jump in, take on a crazy task, and stick with it until it’s complete. He is
a great new addition to our team. 



Here is a brief bio from Steve: 

In 1947, I was born in Newark, New Jersey. When I was four, my parents and I moved to a small
town called Watchung, where my father built us a house.  Not long after that, my first sister was
born. She and I grew to be best of friends and remain so today.My early childhood was filled with
fun. I had plenty of woods to play in and I made many friends at school. In 1958, my second sister
was born. She was the “baby” and adored by us all. I’m afraid I did not do too well in public high
school and after my freshman year went off to Valley Forge Military Academy, in Pennsylvania. I
spent my next three years there and did quite well. I made friends, whom I still am in contact with
and got good grades. The experience was a pivotal point in my life and taught me, among other
things, how to keep my room clean. After graduation, in 1966, although I was accepted to college,
I decided I would like to see a bit of the world and return after a year to attend school. Well, it
didn’t work out that way. I did go to Europe but didn’t return until six years later. My grandfather
lived in Germany and I spent my first few months living in his house, until I somewhat learned the
language and went out on my own. After about 5 months with grandpa I moved to a small village
in the Black Forest and attended a language school. There I learned the German language
properly and made friends, from all over the world, who also attended. It was a fantastic
experience! It was at that school where I met a guy from Iran, who would become one of my very
best friends. We still keep in contact. His plan was to move to Switzerland and he asked if I would
be interested in moving there too. It sounded like an adventure, so off I went. A foreigner living in
Switzerland is much different than being there, as a tourist. My chances for employment were very
minimal and I had to get by with some really lousy jobs. It was all a good experience for me
though and I survived. This lasted for about a year, when I decided it was time to move on and
make something of myself. Instead of college, I decided to learn a trade, which would be
beneficial to me in our family business, back home, in New Jersey. I moved back to Germany and
enrolled in an apprenticeship program for tool and die making. Our company was and still is, in



the business of producing small precision metal parts for many different demanding industries.
Our customers are in the electronics, medical, aerospace, etc. businesses. My education was to
give me a thorough understanding of the techniques involved in making products for them. I did
very well and worked for the Timex Watch Company, as an apprentice, for four years. It was during
this time that I met my wife, Louise, who I instantly fell in love with and in 1969, married. Not long
after, our first son Trevor, was born. He was my pride and joy and I was thrilled at being a father.
In 1972, after my apprenticeship ended, my wife and I decided to move back to the States so I
could start my career in the family business. The firm was not doing too well and I felt that my help
was needed. It was time to stop studying and get down to business! We returned and after a year,
bought a house and I went to work with my father. A few years later, in 1975, my second son, Tim,
was born. The next ten years were not the best. Working with my father proved to be more difficult
than I had ever expected and my marriage was deteriorating to the point that we divorced, in 1985.
Being single, again, proved to be quite difficult for me but I managed. By this time the firm was
doing much better and, for the most part, I enjoyed my work. I was now the vice president and
managed to get things done in spite of my father. He was very stubborn, demanding and didn’t
want anything to do with “new-fangled ways” of doing things. I was intent on seeing the company
invest in computers and other more modern equipment. In 1996, my dad passed away and I now
had to run the place on my own. I was fortunate that times were good. The company prospered
and I was blessed with success. I remained as president for the next twenty years, until my
younger son, Tim, expressed an interest and I retired, letting him take over the reins. In 2012 I met
a beautiful woman named Mary Ann. We dated for a couple of years and then started talking
about marriage. I was totally in love and still am today. We haven’t tied the knot yet but I think
marriage is in the future. She is a teacher now and will be moving here after her retirement, next
year. After my son taking over the firm, I decided that it was time to step away, completely, and
look for a new adventure. I had, pretty much had it, with New Jersey’s weather, taxes, etc. and
looked for another place to live. I decided on Charleston, South Carolina. I found the house of my
dreams in Moncks Corner and, after a short period of deliberation, moved here. Being here alone,
although exciting, had its drawbacks. I needed something to do. I stay in touch with my son and
other co-workers on a daily basis but it’s not

enough. I looked for various volunteer opportunities and was fortunate to find out that Mepkin
Abbey was always looking for help with their landscaping. I called, met Ursula and the rest is
history. Working there has proved to be all I had looked for. I have made many acquaintances and
have found enjoyable work, which gets me out of the house. I really like it and look forward to
Tuesdays!                        

1)      Who would you want with you if you were stranded on a deserted island?

a)      I would want to be with my fiancé, Mary Ann.

2)      If you could do anything you wanted right now, what would it be?

a)      I would go SCUBA diving off the shores of Tahiti.

3)      If money was no object, what would you do all day?

a)      I would travel the world.  A long cruise sounds appealing.

4)      Where do you most want to travel, but have never been?



a)      I have never been to the Mediterranean and would love to see the countries there. 
Especially Greece.

5)      What is your favorite memory?

a)      The days my sons were born.

6)      What is your favorite movie?

a)      Harry and the Hendersons.  Yep, that’s it!

7)      What is the one thing that should be taught in school that isn’t already?

a)      Common Sense should be taught in school.  If that’s possible.

8)      What one thing would you change if you had to do it over?

a)      If I could do it over, I think I’d like to have gone for an MBA, in addition to my other
education.

9)      If you could share a meal with three people from the past, who would they be?

a)      My Father, Mother, and Grandfather who have all passed.

10)  What actor/actress would play you in your life movie?

a)      I would like to play myself.  I’ve always wanted to be an actor!

11)  Why do you volunteer at Mepkin?

a)  I volunteered at Mepkin to meet new friends, do something useful, and get out of the house
and into the outdoors.

Many thanks to Howard for the Orchard Report, Craig for the Spotlight on Volunteers
feature,  Father Jonas, Nelson, Craig, and Elaine for the photos, and Langhorne for
editing. 

I was away almost three weeks and could not believe that these wonderful Volunteers
had kept coming throughout the holidays, so the “welcome” sign was always on.  I
know the Brothers join me in thanking these unselfish people who come day after day
to make Mepkin the showplace it is. 



Happy New Year to each of you.  May 2017 bring you peace and happiness.  Dottie


