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Garden Volunteer Breakroom at Sunrise
Early in March, the Garden Volunteers were asked not to go into any of the
Monastery Buildings except those we use on the Farm. We were to stay at
least six feet from any wandering Monk. On Wednesday, March 18th, Craig was
informed that the gate was being closed and we were not to come. It has been
a hard time for all, but we understand the concern for the Monks. Please pray
that they all stay well.
I was able to take photos to use in the Newsletter earlier in the month before
the gate was closed. I will do my best to relate what was going on at that time.
Update on Gardens:
Store:

The Store was trimmed back nicely and we have rehabbed the pots that were
getting past their prime. We are trying to hold off until we redo them near
Easter. This is a mute point now.
St. Clare:
Kathy continues to make St. Clare a showplace and wonderful introduction to
the grounds at Mepkin.

Entering St. Clare

The Ferns are beginning to pop out

The Lenten Roses were just beginning to bloom.

The Nandina were standing tall with a few berries

The Florida Anise were showing new growth

The Labyrinth and Firemen’s Memorial:

Prescribed burn
Howard and Norm were able to sneak in between rains and get the prescribed
burn completed.
Orchard:
Norm and I delayed taking down the yurts since experience indicates that frost
is possible until April and it will be much easier to leave them up than try to put
them up in a flurry,
We emptied the compost bin and spread the contents around the figs and the
persimmon in the enclosure. We replaced the deteriorated parts of the bin. We
had a plan to get the waste from the kitchen with Angel’s help but we lost
access to the abbey.
The electric fence was down due to a broken insulator on the fence. Not sure
how that happened but it was unlikely caused by an animal. Will need to get
some spare parts at Tractor Supply to protect the plants.
Howard
Luce Garden:
As promised, the second wave of Azaleas appeared in Luce and were lovely.

Across Lower Pond

Room One

Room One

Our Lady (decorated)

We often find blossoms tucked in Our Lady in Luce. For the first time, I found
notes pleading for her help. How wonderful she is so revered by our Visitors.

Columbarium:
Last month, I showed the workers cutting down the spent River Oats. I
thought I would follow up this month and show you the new crop coming in.

Odds and Ends
Four New Postulants
On the Feast of the Annunciation, four Mepkin Observers became Postulants.
We warmly welcome into the community Br. Matthew, Br. Richard, Fr. Joe, and
Br. Paul, who join our other two postulants Brother Jophan and Brother
J�sus.

Memorial Arbor:
The Memorial Arbor continues to improve. We have been raising Ferns in the
Green House and Ursula and Craig put them out. They add just the right
touch.

The Memorial Bricks have been going great guns. Here is a photo of some
which have been installed. Please go to the Mepkin Website to get details on
purchase.

Brick border installed. It will circle the entire walks as bricks are purchased.
Trees are available to be purchased also. Contact Craig Clark at
mepkin.volunteers@gmail.com
We have two new Volunteers. Unfortunately, I do not have photos of them yet.
Welcome to Priscilla Levasseur and Ann Coleman! We look forward to working
with you when we return to the gardens.
My thanks to Howard for the Orchard Report , and advance thanks to Father
Jonas for hopefully sending the Easter photos. I am in Tennessee in total
quarantine due to my medical issues.
Rejoice in the Resurrection of Our Lord! Prayers and Peace to all those
affected by the Coronavirus. It is lovely to see people helping each other. God
Bless America.
Blessings, dottie

