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Monthly Maintenance 

The beginning of December in the Low Country has been very dry.  We’ve gotten some 

rain towards the end of the month and for the most part, had warm and mild temperatures, 

so the grounds team spent more time watering container plants than they normally would 

for this time of year.  The holiday greenery around the Gift Shop has been removed, but 

with the outdoor Creches still on display, there remains a festive air to the grounds.  

January is ideal for pruning non-spring flowering shrubs, as well as climbing roses to 

remove old canes.  Vines should be removed and painted with brush killer.  To prevent 

blight, rake up fallen Camellia blooms.  The Calacarpa (Beautyberry) should be cut to the 

ground.  The River Oats in the Columbarium should be cut down before new growth 

appears.  Also, the hedges should be trimmed and shaped. 

In addition to winter pruning, now is the time to fertilize and spray plants.  The soil for 

Knock out roses should be amended with lime and bonemeal (in strengths of 5-10-5, 4-

8-4, or 4-12-4).  The soil for the regular roses should be amended with Alfalfa meal, kelp 

meal and compost.  To prevent disease, roses should also be sprayed with dormant oil, 

fungicide, and pesticide.  Spray trees and shrubs with dormant oil to kill overwintering 

insects and eggs.  Finally, spray for inter broadleaf weeds. 

Winter is also a good time to take stock and inspect tools and equipment.  Clean and oil 

your tools, as well as sharpen or make appointments to get blades sharpened so you’re 

ready to hit the ground running in the spring. 
 

 



Gift Shop 

 
Barb Misner spray painting a tree branch for a winter display in front of the Gift Shop 

 

 
The finished display, complete with cardinals and shiny red baubles 

 



 
A seasonal tree adorned with pinecones, moss, grapevine, and a bird perched on top 

 

The gift shop is having a 40% off sale on select holiday ornaments.  They still have a nice 

selection of beautiful ornaments in case you want to stock up for next year’s tree.  Below 

are some sample ornaments. 

 

 
 



 
 

 

  



 

Cloister 

 
The red maple tree before you enter the pathway into the Cloister area 

 

 
Church at Christmas 

 



 
This festive wreath on the church door of a ceramic Angel encircled by holly and 

Nandina berries was designed by Fr. Guerric 

 

 
Paperwhites in bloom 

 



 
Colorful snapdragons in the raised beds 

 

 
The brilliant purple center of an Ornamental Kale 

  



 

Columbarium 

 
Current progress on the latest section of the Columbarium 

 

 

Retreat Center 

 
Decorative holiday touches were sprinkled throughout the Retreat Center to welcome 

the retreatants. 

 

 



 

 

 

  



 

Orchard 

I was in the orchard when Brothers Juan and Ambrose drove up. Brother Juan has been 
bringing coffee grounds from the Abbey kitchen. I use the grounds on blueberries to make 
the soil more acidic. 
 
Brother Ambrose spotted a lemon on the tree right away. The tree has been in the orchard 
for more than 5 years and I had almost given up on the tree. The lemon was hard to spot 
because it blended in with the leaves. Only Brother Ambrose’s sharp eyes spotted the 
fruit. 
 
The tree is a Lisbon Lemon I got from a retired Navy Chief in North Charleston. He wanted 
to support the Abbey and invited me to visit him to see what he might have to help the 
brothers. I was amazed at the variety of plants, and especially the lemons. 
 
I picked two trees that grew from fallen fruit. I took two - one for the Abbey and one for 
my yard.  
 
It was a surprise to see the first lemon. My friend told me that his trees give 150 lemons 
each. Maybe next year we can begin to catch up because, after all, the orchard is sacred 
ground. We will have to get some lemon recipes for Enzo. 
 
Howard 
 

 

 
The first lemon on our Lisbon Lemon spotted by Br. Ambrose 

 



 
Our new Moonglow Pear tree snug in the orchard 

 

Abbey News 

Below is a photo of Father Guerric and Dennis Nelson visiting Boone Hall Plantation for 

a private tour of the grounds, house, and greenhouse led by their gracious host and Lead 

Horticulturalist, Katie Dickson.  They were able to view the native plants and traditional 

colors in the Butterfly Garden.  The grounds were all dressed for the Christmas Holiday 

season. 

 

 
Father Guerric and Dennis Nelson at Boone Hall Plantation 

 

  



 

Creche Festival – Part 2 
 

A mother, a father, and a baby in a manger.  Three figures.  Universally recognized.  

Culturally defined.  A symbol of love, hope, and eternal salvation.  The Nativity comes in 

all shapes and sizes from ornate ceramic scenes to humble figures made from leaves 

and twigs.  And yes, in this time of Covid, I have even seen a picture of a nativity made 

from blue face masks. 

The 2021 Creche Festival wrapped up on December 4th and despite the Covid 

restrictions and cutbacks on the number of visitors per time slot, the Festival was an 

overall success.  The visitor count for this year was 5,900, down about 2,300 from 2019, 

but those who attended were extremely generous in their donations as our total 

contributions exceeded those of 2019.  Donations from the Creche Festival are used to 

offset the expenses incurred, as well to purchase additions to the exhibit.  Both the Gift 

Shop and the Creche Store did a brisk business during the event. 

Visitors were asked to vote on their favorite display and the displays with the top three 

votes are shown below.  The prize for being a top vote getter is to appear in next year’s 

festival, so if there’s one which particularly catches your eye, make sure to attend next 

year to see it in person.  I was happy to see the crowd agreed with me and voted the 

oyster shell display as their favorite.  Like most attendees, it was hard to choose just one 

nativity out of the 95 on display as they all had their own special touch. 

 

 
First Place:  Oyster Shell Nativity – Chris Nietert, Beaufort, NC 



 
Second Place:  Monk Nativity Set – Karen Locassano and Michael Palin 

(This display was a favorite among children attending) 

 
Third place went to an exhibit of six displays from the Congo fashioned from banana leaf 

fiber.  One of these was featured in the December newsletter and here is another from 

this series. Apologies for the fuzzy pictures. 

 

 
 

The final exhibit in the Festival was a contemplative installation by Cathryn the Grateful.  

Cathryn is a Minister of Movement and the founder of A Living Temple, a non-

denominational domestic temple located in Charleston.  As you wandered up towards the 

stable, attendees were invited to peer into the manger to experience ‘Bethlehem Within’ 

by seeing their reflection in a mirror.  This outdoor exhibit also featured a series of 



handcrafted Monk’s prayer stools by Ray Campbell.  Each stool contained a different 

inspirational message and guests could sit and reflect upon their experience.   

 

 
Stable with manger 

 

 
Bethlehem lies within each of us 

 



 
Scattered prayer stools offered visitors a chance to sit and reflect on the message they 

have received.  The mild weather during most of the Festival allowed guests to linger 

outside. 

 

 
One of the inspirational messages on a prayer stool.  

 

Check This Out 

A recent email from Clemson Home and Garden Information Center contained a photo 

spread on the Biltmore Conservatory at Christmas.  We were fortunate enough to visit 

Biltmore a few weeks ago to see the display in person.  The mansion, grounds, and 

greenhouses are worth a trip to Ashville.  Click here to see the stunning pictures. 

https://hgic.clemson.edu/december-13-week-2-garden-photos-2/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly-updates


 

Volunteers 

 

 
Carolyn Pelletier from Mt. Pleasant joined our team in December 

 

 

 
Betty Pigott is also from Mt. Pleasant and joined our team in December 

 
  



 

Garden Inspiration 

remember: 

we are 

heaven’s light beings 

and beams of the sun. 

we are  

bodies of the earth  

and spirits since birth. 

we are  

gifted with moments 

to be grounded in truth 

we are  

called to remember 

the light of our youth. 

we are 

a soul that found itself 

safe in skin. 

we are 

agents of the calm 

that works from within. 

we are  

God’s great miracles 

on our way back home, 

we are  

the glory of love 

and the seeds that were sown. 

~ Marcus Amaker 

 

This poem was included in the Creche Festival brochure. The author, Marcus Amaker, 

became an Academy of American Poets fellow in 2021, as well as was named 

Charleston’s first Poet Laureate in 2016. 



 

Did You Know? 

January is a great time to get a head start on your spring garden by planting seeds.  The 

image below provides steps to set up a ‘mini greenhouse’.  For more detailed information 

on winter sowing and setting up a greenhouse, check out the post on the University of 

Illinois Extension Master Gardener page here. 

 

 

 

Special Thanks To 

Thank you to Howard, Jamie, Barb, Carolyn, Dennis, Fr. Jonas, and Fr. Guerric for 

pictures and content for this newsletter. 

 

Wishing you and your family a happy, healthy, and loving New Year, 

Leslie 

https://blogs.anl.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2012/04/Winter-Sowing_Ellen-Meyers_smaller.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0s0Hg7RZxXa-3judTOwMBVeQmig4u7jG1IpY_KhdsN-XP1R7cH7C2y76I

