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Those passing through St. Clare lately are being treated to the sight of
pink 1 o ¢« "@E o0}}u]JvPX_



Mauve and lavender pods have appeared on the castor bean vine
planted in pots outside the breezeway.




Wisteria vines around the Abbey are full of lavender-colored blossoms.
These were spotted on a vine growing near the crossroads.
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The color of the exotic looking flowers you will find on Curcuma
depends on the variety. The type growing near the business office
produces pale purple petals.
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The five-pointed star shaped flowers bloom along stems covered in
thread-like leaves.
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Drawn to the clusters of flowers growing in a little garden spot between the
Retreat Center and the crossroads, | recently got my first close-up look at
the curious little building that sits at the site known as St. Bernard. Knowing
that two other buildings in this architectural style existed inside the cloister,

| wanted to know when and why they came to be part of Mepkin Abbey.

The"E}}(_ A - op S} §Z  p]osiimpkeshoxHikexbuilings
with flat roofs built in the 1970s featured the distinct mansard style roofs.
The look must have appealed to the Cistercian aesthetic since it was chosen
to be a part of the® p]Jo ]Jv P thautook place at the Abbey during that
same decade. St. Bernard was constructed to accommodate the increasing
number of retreatants coming to the Abbéyhe other two buildings in this
style were built to address the housing problem for the monks. The brothers
had lived in barracks-like quarters without proper heating or air-comaiitig

since they had arrived in 1949. The new quarters provided each monk with
his}Av ~]v ]A] icoonditiorle@ apartment.?

Notes:
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St. Bernard was built to welcome more gests to the Aey. That
tradition of hospitality has continued to expand in the last 50 years.
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Ten Man Cottage

Twelve Man Cottage
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